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T HE following plan appel that 


the common ſoldiers of our pre- 
ſent army ſhall be diſbanded of courſe, 
when their officers are incorporated 
with the national militia : becauſe diſ- 
banding them will contribute not only 
to the public wealth, by adding many 
more uſeful hands to mechanic arts and 


huſbandry, but to the improvement of 


the militia diſcipline, by ſo many -ex- 
pert ſoldiers refiding in every part of the 


kingdom. At the ſame time it muſt 


be the moſt grateful reward of their paſt 
labours, to releaſe them from the ſan- 
guinary laſhes of martial law; allowing 
them the privilege of Engliſhinen, to 
acquire a much better ſubfiſtence, upon 
the common fruits of induſtry, with a. 
participation of the public hberty. 
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INTRODUCTION; 


In anſwer to the general Objec- 
tions againſt a MIL ITIA. 


"OW well a any go- 


tuted for internal ſafety, 
its exiſtence cannot be of long 


duration, if unprovided with mi- 
litary ſtrength proportionate to 


its extent and ſituation, and ſuf- 
fcient to repel external force. 


Neither riches nor populouſneſs 


vernment may be conſti- 


Xvi 


are able to give ſecurity to a na- 


tion untrained to arms; for mul- 


titudes unskilful in the art of 


war can defend their poſſeſſions 


no better than flocks of ſheep 


3 their 
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INTRODUCTION, 
their paſtures. The innumerable, 


_ undiſciplined hoſts of Perſia fled 


before the little veteran army of 


Macedon. The immenſe riches 


of that vaſt empire were only 


temptations to Alexander's ambi- 
tion, without being the means of 


its defence. 


Ix is indeed an = maxim, 
that riches are the finews of war; 
but this is true in no other ſenſe, 


except for the maintenance and 


pay of armies, when i in the field, 


and in foreign countries: in 


« other re ſpects the apothegm 2 


16 18 falſe; for money cannot 
« make good ſoldiers. Princes 
« who rely upon their treaſure as 

ce ſufficient 


* Sce Machiavel, | page 3 345, . 
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ſufficient to defend them, do 


not conſider, that if money 
could have done it Darius 
would have conquer'd Alex- 
ander; the Grecians the Ro- 
mans ; and duke Charles the 
Switzers : but they preſuming 
upon the multitude of their 
bags more than the goodneſs 


of their men, were all over- 


come. Crœſus the king of 
Lydia carrying Solon into his 


treaſury, and ſhewing him an 


xix 
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immenſe quantity of riches, 


asked him what he thought of 
his power; to which the phi- 


loſopher replied, I think it ne- 


ver the greater for this; be- 


cauſe battles are fought more 


with iron than gold; and it 
| a2 « may 
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may happen that ſomebody will 


come with his iron, and take 


it all from you This actu- 
ally happened to the king of 
Macedon, who being upon the 
point of concluding a peace 
with the Gauls, then tranſ 
planted to Greece, ſhewed their 
ambaſſadors his treaſury full 


of ſilver and gold; which they 


no ſconer had ſeen, but long- 


ing impatiently 'to be at it, 
broke off the treaty, and ruined 
his country. The Venctians, 


in the meridian of their pro- 
ſperity, had their coffers well 
ſtored, but depending upon 


their money, they loſt all.“ 


And if other nations ſhould 
truſt their defence to armies of 


forc! gn 
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foreign mercenaries, they cannot 
hope tor better ſucceſs againſt in- 
vaders ; nor can the paymaſters, 
whether kings or republicks, ſe- 
cure themſelves from becoming a 
prey to their own hirelings. 


TAE juſt fear of ſuch an event 


has probably deterred moſt go- 


vernments from reſting their whole 
defence upon ſo precarious a bot- 
tom; but yet the alternative com- 
monly choſen is a ſecurity very lit- 


tle preferable : for, tho ſtanding 


armies ſhould be compoſed of na- 
tives, and members of the ſame 
ſociety, which they are intended 
to protect, yet whenever they be- 
come a diſtinct body of merce- 
naries, making the profeſſion of 
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arms the only means of ſubſiſ- 
tence, their intereſt is oppoſite to 
that of the people in general : 

| becauſe war, tumult and plun- 
der are not leſs fubverſive of na- 
tional felicity, than they are the 4 
neceſſary means by which mer- 
cenary ſoldiers can proſper ; be- 
ſides, their pay is at beſt a grie- 
vous burthen upon public induſtry. 


Ir is very true that many offi- 
cers of the Britiſh army are men 
of great fortune, or high quality. 
5 All 


A welEconſtituted kingdom or com- 
monwealth will not ſuffer any ct their citi- 
zens or ſubjefs, or any cther good nien, to 
make war their proſeſſion; for he can never 
be thought a good man, who takes upon 
him an employment, by which, if he would 
reap any profit, he is obliged to be fas c, 
rapacioue, cru:}, &c. See Mackiavecl, cha 2, 


2. p29: 438. 
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All theſe have an intereſt in the 
peace and civil proſperity of this 
kingdom, ſuperior to. their pri- 
vate intereſt as ſoldiers. . From 


ſuch there cannot be much ap- 


prehenſion of danger, if ambi- 


not taken into the conſideration; 
nor from any others, who retain 
a true ſenſe of honour, and love 


326 


tion, and the luſt of power, are 


for their country. To all theſe 


my plan cannot be unacceptable, 


which incorporates the officers of 
the preſent army with the national 


militia, allowing them full pay 


for life, as able maſters, well 
qualified to teach the art of diſ- 


cipline to thoſe corps which they 
may command ; for that ſcheme 


cements tneir private with the 


a 4 public 
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All theſe have an intereſt in the 


peace and civil proſperity of this 


kingdom, ſuperior to their pri- 
vate intereſt as ſoldiers. From 
ſuch there cannot be much ap- 


prehenſion of danger, if ambi- 
tion, and the luſt of power, are 


not taken into the conſideration; 
nor from any others, who retain 
a true ſenſe of honour, and love 
for their country. To all theſe 
my plan cannot. be unacceptable, 
which incorporates the officers of 
the preſent army with the national 
_ militia, allowing them full pay 
for life, as able maſters, well 
qualified to teach the art of dif- 
cipline to thoſe corps which they 
may command ; for that ſcheme 
cements their private with the 


a 4 public 


326 


xxiii 
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1 ; public intereſt. This therefore 
| is doing juſtice to them, conſiſ- 
tently with prudence and good | 
policy. But to frame an engine 4 
for public defence, like a merce- 
nary army, which may probably 
recoil upon the contrivers, is ab- 
ſolutely repugnant to both : for 
what can hinder ſuch an army 
from enſlaving and deſtroying 
their fellou- ſubjects unarmed, and 
undiſciplined, whenever their am- ; 
bition or wants require it? Thus ö 
every government depending up- q 
on that ſupport, runs daily the 
deſperate hazard of being ſub- 
verted by. its intended protec- 
tors. Numerous exemplifications 
to this purpoſe are needleſs, 
ſince antient and modern hiſtory 
6 abound 
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abound with fatal inſtances. The 


Roman * emperors were often 
dethroned by thoſe legions which 
were the inſtruments of their 
power: the Ottoman empire often 

{truggles 


* Octavius firſt, and 1 Tiberius, 
(preferring their private power to the public 
good) began to diſarm the people, (that 
they might have them more eaſily at com- 


mand) and to keep ſtanding armies upon 


the frontiers of their empire. But becauſe 


they thought them inſufficient to curb the 


people, and awe the ſenate of Rome, th 


_ eſtabliſhed another army, (called the Præto- 


rian) which was quartered always about the 
city, as if intended for a guard: but when 
afterwards the emperors permitted them to 


lay aſide all other profeſſions, and devote 


themſelves to war, they grew inſolent im- 
mediately, and became not only terrible to 
the ſenate, but pernicious to the emperors; 
inſomuch, that many of them were put to 
death by the fury of thoſe ſoldiers, who cre- 
ated and depoſed their emperors as they 
pleaſed : and ſometimes it fell out that ſe- 
veral emperors were created by ſeveral armies 
at the ſame time, which occaſtoned the di- 
viſion fi:ſt, and by degrees the deſtruction 


of the empire. See Machiavcl, page 440. 
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ſtruggles under ſuch convulſions : 


Ruſſia owes its preſent Empreſs 
to the royal guard of her prede- 
ceſſor: and every king or re- 
public, under the fame cir- 
cumſtances, is neceſſarily expoſed 
to the like revolutions, 


NERVERTHELE Ss, to blind the 


eyes of mankind, and to render 


mercenary armies leſs ſuſpected 
and odious, ſtate-craft, for the 
promotion of lawleſs power, has 
too often exerciſed its wicked art 
in perſuading the world, that 


none but ſuch are capable of de- 


fending nations againſt foreigners 
of the ſame ſort: and proſtitute 
wit, ever fawning upon power 
for the ſake of luxury, has with- 

out 


INTRODUCTION. xm 
out ſhame joined in the general 
ridicule of a militia, and flattered 
the mercenary ſoldier; as if “ a 
'! pitiful daily pay, ſpent in de- 
| bauchery, and a particular dreſs, 
were the only means of inſpiring 
4 bravery, and ſupporting diſci- 
pline. But neither the varniſh 


of | 


* From the hiſtory of the Romans it 4 
may be obſerved, how unſafe it is to commit | 
the defence of our affairs to a mercenary 
army, who have nothing to encourage them 
but a pitiful pay, which 1s not conſiderable 
enough to make them ſo faithful as to lay 
down their lives in your quarrel : for if an 1 
army is not bound to the perſon for whom 1 
they fight by particular obligations, ſuch as 5 
the defence of their country, poſterity and 
religion, they will not exert their courage: 0 
ſo that it is neceſſary for every king, who | 
deſires to defend himſelf well, to train up 'S 
his ſubjects in military diſcipline, that he 
% may ſafely depend upon them in time of di- ; 
LE ſtreſs: and this has been the practice of all 15 
I thoſe who have done any great things. See 1 


Machiavel, page 312. 
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of one, nor the raillery of the 
other, ought to prejudice man- 
kind againſt plain and obvious 
truth; tho' it is too evident, that 
they have been amazingly ſuc- 
ceſsful in eſtabliſhing mercenary 
armies all over Europe, except in 
Switzerland : for what are called 
the militia of France, Spain, I- 
taly and Sweden, are but diffe- 
rent kinds of mercenary armies ;, 
all kept in pay of ſome ſort, and 
ſubject to martial law. 


I is not however my deſign 
to enter formally into a minute 
diſcuſſion of the point, how far 
a national militia is preferable in 
every pen toa mercenary army; 
for, that the following plan will 
clearly 
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INTRODUCTION. 
clearly evince : It ſhall therefore 
be my endeavour in this place to 


ſhew as conciſely as poſſible, that 


no mercenary army, which this 


kingdom can ſupport without 


becoming bankrupt, is ſufficient 
for its ſecurity againſt foreign in- 


Every one moderately skilled 
in the revenues of this nation, 


mortgaged to future generations, 


* 8 9 


vaſion; and yet a national mi- 
litia is capable of defending it 
with great certainty, and little 
expence. 


and ſtrained ſo high by exceſſive 


taxes, ſees at firſt glance, that 
beſides the neceſſary expence of 


the navy, and all the other charges 


of government, grown exorbitant 


by 
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INTRODUCTION. 
by the luxury of courtiers, it is 


not poſſible to ſupport long the 
preſent army without ruin; much 
leſs is it able to maintain a greater 


number: but yet, if a mercenary 
army of an hundred thouſand men 
were quartered equally near our 


Tea-coaſts, at leaſt eighteen hun- 
dred miles in circumference, it 


is hardly credible that five thou- 


ſand of them could be muſtered 


at any one place, with expedi- 


tion enough to prevent a ſudden 


invaſion. And if an enemy once 


gain footing in a country like 


ours, deſtitute of fortified towns, 


what ravages may not be com- 
' mitted upon a people unarmed, 
before a number of mercenaries 


could 
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INTRODUCTION. | xxxi 


could be drawn together ſuffi- 
eient to ſtop the devaſtation ? 


Bur a national militia (ſuch 
as that of Great Britain might be) 
conſiſting of two millions can- 


toned without expence in their 


uſual habitations all over this 
kingdom, will be. infinitely ſu- 


perior in every place where an 


enemy may land, to any num- 
ber which can'be tranſported over 
the ſea at once: and therefore, 
without the aid of our fleets, ſuch 
a militia well-diſciplined is able, 
not only to defend us from in- 


vaſion, but to ſecure us from 


the inſult of any neighbour, or 


even the united powers of the 


continent. F eints or threats of 


that 
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xXXIIi INTRODUCTION: 
that kind, which now alarm, and 
obſtruct the neceſſary operations 
of war, could not under ſuch 
an happy circumſtance give the [ 
leaſt interruption to the public F 
tranquillity ; nor ſo much as ſuſ- 
pend any man's ordinary buſineſs, 
even in the places moſt expoſed, 

when every one knows himſelf 
provided with arms and skill, 
and 1s ſure of being joined at the 
ſhorteſt warning by others as well 
qualified as himſelf, and in 
numbers ſufficient to repel any 
attempt that can be made. 


Ir is far from my intention to 
undervalue the importance of the 
Britiſh navy; for certainly it is 
the glory, and no leſs at preſent = 

the ! 
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INTRODUCTION. xi 


the bulwark of this kingdom, as 
it muſt always continue to be the 
only ſafeguard of its navigation 
and commerce. But were a na- 
tional militia well eſtabliſhed and 
diſciplined, and by that means 
our coaſts abſolutely ſecured from 
all invaſion, no part of the navy 
need be detained in port; where, 


even in that caſe, it might be- 


come uſeleſs by contrary winds; 
but the whole might act with re- 
doubled force upon the coaſts of 


our enemies. 


UNDER ſuch circumſtances this 
land, inſtead of wanting al- 
liances upon the continent, muſt 


be courted by every power fearful 


of oppreſſion. No perfidy, ſlug- 
b | giſhneſs, 
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xxxivy INTRODUCTION. 

giſhneſs, or ſelfiſh views of allies, 
could ſhake our political reſolves, 
or force us to the intolerable ex- 
pence of ſubſidies for the ſupport. 

of foreign troops : nor could the 
neutrality of thoſe we now de- 
pend upon moſt for aſſiſtance, 
retard our operations, or compel 
us to any unjuſt or diſhonourable 
peace, for the extenſion of their 
commerce, upon the ruins of our 
trade and navigation, 
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Suck a body of armed men, as 
this iſland might furniſh, more 
numerous than all the mercena- 
ries of Europe in conjunction, 

would not only be able to protect 
it againſt any oppoſition, but at 
all times, and on the moſt ſud- | 
den 
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INTRODUCTION. 


dien occaſions, to avenge its in- 


juries upon any power of the con- 


tinent, with more force, and bet- 


ter ſoldiers, becauſe freemen, than 
can be furniſhed by the united 
mercenaries of France and Spain. 
His Majeſty might then raiſe upon 
the moſt ſudden emergency an 
army of volunteers well diſci- 


plined, to man his fleets, (ſo far 


as landmen can be ſerviceable) or 
for any foreign expedition; who, 
as ſoon as the occaſion of their 


taking arms ceaſed, would return 
to their habitations and * em- 


5 ploy- 
* Thoſe kings, who deſire to live in ſafety 


and peace, ought to have their armies com- 


poſed of Ricks” perſons, as when there is a 
neceſſity of war, will take up arms freely for 


the defence of their country ; and when 


peace is concluded, will as readily acquieſce, 
and return to their old habitations and call- 
angs. See Machiavel, page 441. 
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ployments, without further bur- 
then to the public, or diſad van- 

tage to themſelves. 
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Soc a land-force, added to 
the maritime ſtrength of Great 
Britain, muſt render it the terror 
of its enemies, and the ſafe- guard 
of Europe. Our monarch would 
then indeed hold the balance 
of power: not only the moſt 
diſtant territories of Britain, 
but his Majeſty's foreign domi- 
nions alſo, and whatever ſtate he 
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| pleaſes to favour, might reſt in 
| perfect tranquillity, when no po- 


tentate of Europe would dare to 
offend fo mighty a power, as a 
nation populous like ours, and 
well trained to arms. For Bri- 

Th tain, 
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INTRODUCTION. xxxvi 


tain, as a free ſtate, has this ad- 
vantage over the abſolute monar- 
chies of Europe, that it may truſt 
ſafely all its ſubjects with arms, 
whereas thoſe cannot“. In re- 
gard to what is feared by ſome, 


leſt any among the rabble 


might excite them to make uſe 
of their arms to the diſturbance 
of the public peace, I truſt the 
following plan effectually pro- 
vides againſt every evil of that 
ſort, and will therefore diſſipate 
all ſuch apprehenſions. 


Ir is needleſs to ſay more in 
favour of a national militia, fince 
it already appears evidently to be 
a much better means of ſecurity 

b 3 againſt 
* Sce Machiavel, P. 444. Fol. Ed. 34. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
againſt invaſion, than any mer- 
cenary army which we are able 
to ſupport ; but if the two inſti- 
tutions were conſidered with re- 
gard to the preſervation of public 


liberty, the former ſurpaſſes the 


latter beyond all compariſon ; ſo 
far, that to prove the preference 
by a long train of arguments, 
ſeems diitruſting the common 


| ſenſe of mankind. 


NeverTHELEsS ſome play- 


writers, and many ſtate- witlings, 


have taken frequent occaſions of 
ridiculing a militia in general, 
under the falſe colours of the 
particular nominal militia of 
London. But tho' a band of 


porters, (the ſubſtitutes of indo- 


lence) 
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INTRODUCTION. 
lence) badly armed, and not at 
all diſciplined, are fit objects of 
ridicule, becauſe making a ſhew 
of what they really are not; will 
therefore a regular, well diſci- 
plined militia be ſo too? What 


ſays the witling to the militia of 


Switzerland, the only army pro- 
perly called a militia in all Eu- 
rope? Is that a ridiculous army, 
which, without barrier towns, 
and bordering upon the greateſt 
potentates of the continent, have 
preſerved their country tree, and 
in profound tranquillity, with re- 
ſpect to foreign invaſion, for more 
than twocenturies? Thirteen hun- 
dred of this militia routed the 


arch-duke Leopold's army at the 
b 4 battle 


Ogre” A <a we 
2 — — 2 : 


EDS TE CSE nano ors ny ou h, . 
— EE in — . — - 22 7 
— — 2 — — 72 2 

= : : 


. 
2 N . eas. — 
= . los one 


F „ — 
— — 8 Do n * 
rr — — i 


— 


— 


. mo. v — — 
1 9 - 
- I — — 9; Cn robe — —— 
A 2 — — — — 


——— — 
0.4” i. ho Tet 


— — >" we-w 4. 


- — 
© -” —— 


- — — — 2 — 
— * —— — > _ 


— 2 * 
— — - 
— uo EY —-ᷣ-„ 2 e T— — I 


—̃ ä — — 
— "Er 
— — —_ 
— —— ——ä— 


— 
— — 


2 —— — —— — 


— , » 4 « A * N 
— 3 4 2 — 
9 — — - — nr» —— —— — > it Drs. = 
— — — — — AID — Ä ID EE — —— v ——..— — 
* I 1 — — > — by 
— — — _ 2 — — gets — — 


x] 


INTRODUCTION. 
battle of Morgarten *, and killed 


above twice their own number of 


the enemy. In the battle of 
Sampach, where the ſame arch- 
duke loft his life, twenty thou- 


ſand of his mercenary forces were 


. defeated by ſixteen hundred of 


thoſe Switzers. At Weſen, in 
the canton of Glaris, three hun- 


dred and fifty of this + militia 


WOIL 


* Sce page 212 of Stanyan's account of 
Switzerland. : 
+ Mr Stanyan, in his account of Switzer- 


land, runs a parallel between theſe three bat- 
tles, and thoſe ſurprizing acts of valour per- 


formed by the Grecians againſt the mighty 
armies of Darius and Xerxes, at Marathon, 
Thermopylæ, and Platæa. The battle 


„of Weſen (ſays he) may not only be com- 
c pared to that of Thermopylæ, but ſeems 


to be a copy of it that exceeded the ori- 
c ginal: for as 300 Spartans attacked the 
„Perſians at that narrow paſs, and all pe- 
„ riſhed in the attempt; lo 350 Switzers 

| | | nor 
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INTRODUCTION. 


won the field of battle from a re- 
gular army of eight thouſand 


Auſtrians. Not that theſe were 


men of leſs natural courage ; for 
the Auſtrian bravery has been 
often ſignalized by victory, when 
as mercenaries they fought againſt 


mercenaries; but when for a 


paultry pay they invaded the na- 
tural rights of a brave free people 
formed into a regular militia, and 


fighting in defence of their coun- 


try, 


& not only attacked in ſuch another paſs an 
« army of eight thouſand Auſtrians, but 
6 gained the field of battle. Eleven pillars, 
& (the monuments of this victory) are now 
<« to be ſeen in that glorious field, to mark 
« the place where the Switzers rallied : for 
<« their hiſtory ſays, that they were repulſed 
« ten times, but rallying the eleventh, broke 
«© the enemy's army, and put them to flight 
« with great ſlaughter.“' See page 212, and 
213. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


try, the Auſtrians were not able 


to ſtand before them, 


Nor to draw more proofs from 
other nations, by the annals of 
our own country it appears, that 
the atchievements of mercenary 
armies, even in foreign wars, are 
not to be compared with the fa- 
mous victories of Creſſy, Poic- 
tiers, and Azincourt *, won by 
our Britiſh kings at the head of 

their 

*The late duke of Marlborough's victo- 


ries are juſtly celebrated, as illuſtrious mo- 
numents of Britith glory, but yet not to be 


compared with theſe, becauſe not atchieved at 


ſo great a diſparity of numbers, and other 
diſadvantageous circumſtances, 
IT is remarkable, that nine of the greateſt 


military exploits recorded in hiſtory were per- 


formed (not by mercenary armies, but) by 


well trained militias, at Marathon, Thermo- 
pylæ, Platæa, Morgarten, Sampach, ee 
Creſiy, Poictiers, and Azincourt. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


their militias. Henry the eighth, 


not ſo renowned as Edward and 
his ſon for military proweſs, in- 
vaded France with a militia, © and 
« tho' the Engliſh had no wars 


« for thirty years, nor officers 
“ nor ſoldiers who had ever ſeen 


« a battle, they attacked and 
« yanquiſhed the French, whoſe 


« officers were excellent, and 


« ſoldiers very good, by being 


« trained for ſeveral years toge- 
c ther in the Italian wars 
Hath not Britain ſtill as many 
brave men as cver? How much 
therefore to blame are thoſe in 
power, whoneglecting to eſtabliſh 
a national militia, made invincible 
by good Ms expoſe their 

country 

See Machiavel, page 293. 
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xlv INTRODUCTION. 
country to deſtruction, by reject- 
ing the only infallible means of 
its ſafety? How worthy of public 
reſentment are all thoſe gentle- 
men of fortune, who from mo- 
tives of mere indolence ſhould 
grudge their perſonal ſervice to 
the militia, though it would be 
much leſs labour than their com- 
mon recreations, or field ſports, 
and much leſs exerciſe, than is 
neceſſary, even for the preſerva- 
tion of health ? What will ſuch 
gentlemen think of themſelves, 
when reduced by invaſion and 
conqueſt to a ſtate of wretched 
poverty, and to a ſlaviſh depen- 
dance on the will of a tyrannical 
conqueror, under the influence 
of a rapacious, inſatiable, domi- 

necring 
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INTRODUCTION. 
neering clergy ? A fate not un- 
meet for thoſe, who neglecting 
the neceſſary means of ſafety in 
their power, ſacrifice the public 
liberty with their own happineſs, 
and that of poſterity, to a ſhort 
temporary indulgence of ſloth and 
idleneſs. 


To what purpoſe are all the 
powers of rhetoric * and argu- 
ment ſo often employed againſt 
the expence, and great danger 
of a mercenary army, if a better 
means of public defence is not 
propoſed, nor ſubſtituted in its 
room ? For a defence againſt ex- 
ternal force there muſt be of ſome 

ſort 


Ad ſummam rerum noſtrarum pertinere | 


arbitror, ut cogitetis magis, quid agendum 
nobis, quam quid loquendum ſit. Liv. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
ſort or other. Perhaps the diffi- ” 


culty of contriving a commodious 


militia-ſcheme for a government 
ſo extenſive as ours, or the dry- 


neſs of a ſubje incapable of 


yielding pleaſure to the imagina- 


tion, or rather the repugnancy 


of it to the private intereſt, and 
ſiniſter views of ftateſmen and 
ſoldiers, who are beſt qualified to 
plan it, hath hitherto prevented 
the undertaking : if therefore 
many defects appear in this now 
ſubmitted to public conſideration, 
the author believes himſelf ex- 
cuſable, and will think his labour 
amply recompenced, if it excites 
a more skilful hand to correct his 
errors, or to communicate a more 
perfect plan; ſuch as may induce 
| his 


INTRODUCTION. xlvii 
his Majeſty and the Parliament 
to eſtabliſh by law a national and 
well-diſciplined militia, by which 
the honour of the crown may be 
exalted to the higheſt degree of 
ſplendor, and the freedom, ſafety, 
and happineſs of this nation ſe- 
cured abſolutely againſt all the 
attempts of its moſt envious or 
ambitious neighbours. 
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National Militia 


I'N 
GREAT-BRITAIN, &c. 


PART L 
N the idea of a national militia I 
comprehend the military ſervice 
of all men capable of bearing 
arms, from the age of 18 to that 
of 50 years; except ſuch as may be ex- 
_empted by law ; ſuppoſe all members 
of both houſes, during the ſeſſions of 
parliament; the king's moſt honourable 
privy council; all the judges, officers of 
the houſhold, treaſury, exchequer, ad- 
miralty, and navy board; all counſel- 
5 B lors 


2 A PLAN FOR A 

Part I. lors at law, ſollicitors, and attorneys, 

—v— during the terms or aſſizes; all juſtices 
of the peace, and other peace-officers, 
during their, grand and petty ſeflions, 
and the time of the reſpective county- 


aſſizes; all phyſicians, and the whole 
body of the clergy. 


| Ix a right inſtitution of this kind no 

1 military tyranny ought to be practiſed ; 

1 nor need any man be obliged to more 

b than a few hours exerciſe between the 
| riſing and ſetting of the ſun once a 
| month : no corporal puniſhment ſhould 
| be inflicted, but all military diſcipline 

1 encouraged by example and rewards, or 
Ti inforced by pecuniary fines. 


IT is equally neceſſary to obviate all 
oppreſſions whatſoever. Therefore thoſe 
who are incapacitated by bodily in- 
firmity, tho' within the military age, 
ought to be excuſed upon due proof 
made thereof bcfore the military officers 
of the diſtrict where ſuch perſons are re- 

ſident. 


NATIONAL MILITIA, _. 7 4 
ſident. However, in regard to all thoſe, Part I. i j 

who on account of their religious prin- 1 

ciples are not ſafely to be truſted with | j 

arms, (as papiſts under a proteſtant go- 1 


vernment, ) likewiſe all ſuch, Who (as 
the quakers) ſcruple, on account of 
conſcience, the uſe of arms, it is rea- 


ſonable they ſhould pay ſuch an addi- 


tional tax, as may be a juſt equivalent 1 
for their perſonal ſervice. , Again, the 1 
pooreſt ſort of people, who ſuhſiſt by 1 

daily labour, may be exerciſed for an | ; 
hour or two, after the example of the  # | 
Swiſs, on ſundays only, before or after 1 
divine ſervice at their reſpective pariſh 1 
churches, by quarter parts each ſunday. 4 | 


Non let this be judged by the over- 
righteous a profanation. of the day ſet ; 
apart for religious purpoſes ; ſince ſelf- 
preſervation is the firſt law of God, 
given as well for the defence of nations, 
as of cach individual, and not to be ex- 
erciſed any other way ſo ciectuiily, as 

by military diſcipline. Is not this exer- 
B 2 | ciſe 


4 


A PLAN FOR A 


Part I. ciſe as innocent as any of thoſe amuſe- 
ments generally permitted on the ſab- 


bath, much more conducive to the pub- 


lick good, and to the preſervation of 
the proteſtant religion, againſt the open 


aſſaults of popery? Perhaps a better 
means cannot be deviſed to fruſtrate 
even the ſecret machinations of jeſuitical 
miſſionaries in the work of converſion, 


than by making it the duty of all the 


common people to attend the publick 


worſhip on ſundays, when they may be 
inſtructed both in the true principles of 
the proteſtant religion, and in the arts 
of diſcipline, by which only it can be 
defended againſt a powerful, bigotted 
adverſary. 


Upon theſe principles is formed the 
following plan, which is ſubmitted to 
the conſideration, cortection, and im- 


provement of every Briton better verſed 
in the military art. 


JECT. 


NATIONAL MILITIA. 


„58 


Prop. T. That all the men of Great Bri- 
tain, from 18 to go years old, ca- 


| fable of bearing arms, (not ex- 


empted by law, or diſqualified) be 
form'd into a regular and well- 
diſciplin'd militia; and that the 
militra of each county be eſtabliſh'd 
as the army of that county, never 
to march out of its limits, except 
79 the aid of ſome neighbour county, 
and the fing in per en, or by His 
A gn majnual to the lord lieutenant, 


Pall fo appoint, 


Tuvs all being injoined the like ſer- 
vice, no one can complain of partiality, 
and theſe limitations at once ſecure the 


people from being haraſſed and fatigued 


by unneceſſary marches, and the crown 
from all attempts of inſurrection, or diſ- 
quiet from the ambition of the molt fac- 
tious leaders. Indeed, where all are 
arm'd, every mover of riot and ground- 


B 3 lel 
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Sect. 1. 


— 
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A PLAN FOR A 

Part I. leſs diſturbance muſt ſoon meet his juſt 
reward, fince the majority of men defire 
peace and order; and, whenever they 
have power, will exert their joint en- 
deavours to preſerve it, 


SECT. II. 


Prop. 2. That the militia of each county 
be divided into two branches, vix. 
the ſuperior militia compojed alto- 
gether of men of property, and the 
ſubordinate militia of the common 


people, 


Trrs arrangement of the militia. into 
diſtinct clailes, is a further ſecurity to 
the king and people, and a more effec- 
| tual defence of botli: for, as the ſupe- 
_ rior militia are men of property, who. 
will naturally fight moſt vigorouſly in 
defence of it, ſo it is intended by this 
plan, that they thouid be the only ſol- 
diers form'd into battalions, and in- 
truſted with their own arms, becauſe 
leſs prone to inſurrection, and any tu- 

multuou 


** 
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multuous diſturbance, which may render Sect. 3. 
that property precarious. On the con 


trary, ſuch men are ever moſt ready and 
willing, for their own ſake, to ſuppreſs 
the tumults, which are ſometimes fo- 
mented in a free government, by men 
of deſperate fortune among the rabble. 


S E CF. 


Prop. 3. That the ſuperior militia be di- 
vided into two branches, cavalry 
and infantry. | 


Turrs ſubdiviſion is neceſſary under 
the preſent management of war : for a 
numerous cavalry is the moſt proper 
defence of an open country, where, 
by quick movements, it may ha- 
raſs and diſtreſs an enemy every ſtep 
of their march. Upon this circum- 
ſtance, perhaps, the late duke of Marl- 
borough founded his opinion, (if the tra- 
dition of his ſaying ſo is true) that the 
ſecurity of England conſiſted in the mul- 


titude of its horſemen. 
B 4 SECT. 
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A PLAN FOR A 


SECT. IV. 


Prop. 4. That the cavalry of ſuperior 


militia be form'd out of the nobility 
and gentry, at their own expence, 
and be called the hght-horſe, well 
train'd in both exerciſes of horſe 
and foot, Every man, not ex- 
empted by law, ſhall roll in this 


cavalry, who is worth 6000 J. in 


money, or poſſeſſed of 300 l. fer 


annum, or upwards, in fee ſimple, 


copy- Hold, leaſ2-hold, or eſtate for 
liſe iu ſome part of the Britiſh do- 
mmons, Lach troop is to chuſe its 
own officers annually by ballot ; and 
thoſe officers, when incorporated 
into regiments of the hundreds, are 
to ciuje ther reſpective field-offi- 


cers by bait : The Ring ſtill re- 


taining the peaver of apporntinsg 


general officers annually cut of all 


thc freld-officers fochoſen, bothof bor fe 
and foot, Toe younger ſons and bro- 
thers of all perſons jo gualijied, when 
of age to bear 27irs, arc permitted ta 


* 
c 
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roll with their fathers or brothers of Sect. 4. 
the ſuperior cavalry, provided tber 


are as well mounted and accouter'd 
in the ſame uniform : but if not in- 
rolled there, all ſuch are obliged to 
lift in the infantry of the ſuperior 
militia, by virtue of their fathers 


or brothers qualifications, and to do 


duty accordingly. 


By this propoſition the nobility and 


gentry of the beſt fortunes are form'd 


into a body of light-horſe in each county, 
as well for their own eaſe in accoutre- 
ments, as for the ſafety of the kingdom; 
ſince by that means they can with more 
expedition march to the enemy at land- 
inz, and encounter them either as horſe 
or foot, as may be moſt advantageous. 


TryaTawell-conſtituted militia ſhould 
chuſe their own officers up to the rank 
of generals, is highly reaſonable, be- 
cauſe the choice will naturally fall upon 
men of the beſt character, from whom 
there is no fear of injuſtice, or military 


oppreſſion : 
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A PLAN FOR A 


Part I. oppreſſion: and as the ballot prevents all 
reſentments, ſo the choice for one year 


only, will keep all officers within the 
bounds of moderation and decorum in 
the exerciſe of military power: nor can 
the honour of the crown ſuffer any di- 
minution, while his majeſty retains the 
ſole power of appointing generals over 
each county, out of the field-officers 
choſen by the body of officers, who are 


the beſt judges of their neighbours cha- 


racters, and will therefore elect the ableſt 
men in point of morals, education, and 
fortune, | 


Tus the rights of the crown, and the 
liberty of the people may be preſerv'd 
in perfect ſafety; and what can give more 
ſpirit and martial vigour to an army of 
gentlemen, than to be led by thoſe of 
whom they have the beſt opinion? 


To form a militia of light cavalry out 
of the nobility and gentry, each being 
worth 3001. per annum and upwards, 

| Or 
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or 6000 l. in money, at their own Sect, 4. 
charge, can be no increaſe of expence —v—=<q 


to people of that rank ; becauſe all ſuch 
keep horſes for health, convenience, or 
equipage, which, with a little attention 
to ſize and colour, may anſwer all mi- 
litary purpoſes: and I appeal to the 
ſenſe of every gentleman, whether ſome 
part of the expence at preſent beſtowed 
on hounds and race-horſes may not be 
apply'd more to the publick advantage 
in the military way, and be at the ſame 
time a more manly, graceiul exerciſe, 


Cos ron, which has given a ſanction 
to ſuch profitleſs amuſements, attended 
with immenſe expence, will, upon the 
eſtabliſhment of a national militia, ſoon 
juſtify a more commendable employ- 
ment. A military ſpirit will then ac- 
tuate every gentleman to rival his neigh- 
bour in the accompliſhments of a good 
officer, eſpecially if thoſe of the higheſt. 
rank and character will ſet the example 
with ſteadineſs and vigour, 
BuT 


A PLAN FOR A 


— Bor as the notion of order is gene- 


rally .annexed to uniformity of dreſs, 
accoutrements, and colour of horſes; I 
would recommend a plain ſcarlet dreſs 
with gilt buttons, a gold laced hat, and 
light boots, for the habit of the ſupe- 
rior cavalry; for the accoutrements, ſuch 
ſaddles as our horſe-officers now uſe, 
with plain ſcarlet furniture ; a light car- 
bine and piſtols of muſquet bore ; the 
Horſes of 15 hands high, like our ſtrong 
ſized hunters, and of a bay colour, as 
the moſt common and moſt caſily col- 
lected, 


Tuls ſimilarity may perhaps be 
thought unneceſſary, as it is only an 
imitation of the preſent cuſtom of the 
ſoldiery in a point not eftential, But as 
this uniformity of dreſs is the general 
practice of the armies of Europe, it is a 
circumſtance, that deſerves conſidera- 
tion; for we know what eſſects faſhion 
and opinion, however arbitrary, have 

upon 
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upon men. Their enemies will proba- Sect. 4. 
bly entertain higher notions of ſuch an "= 
army, and their friends receive more 
pleaſure from the appearance. There- 

fore as the uniformity of dreſs and ac- 
coutrements is not more expenſive than | 
the contrary, I would recommend it as | 
a poſitive injunction in the act of mili- i 
tia; but more eſpecially in the arms of * 


horſe and foot, becauſe if all are not 
exactly of the ſame bore *, the car- 


tridges 


* It may not be improper here to correct an 
error in common practice, even among Our re- 
gular forces, viz, that of making cartridges with 

too heavy a load of powder, which do leſo execu- 
tion, and hurt our ſoldiers by the recoil of their 
arms. To remedy this defect therefore it is pro- | 
poſed, that exact care be taken to fill all car- 
tridges with no more powder than 1s ſufficient to | 
give this ball good force without recoil in the ex- 
ple fion, which I apprehend may be done with one 
fourth part of the weight of ball, if the powder is 
good In like manner, the niceft care ought to | 
he taken in Caſting hullets ſo much leſs than the | 
bore, that they may ilip down with eaſe, when 

rolled in cartridges, even into a foul gun: for, if 

both theſe regulations are not obſerv'd with accu- 
cy, fatal defeats may happen to armies in the 

heat of action, by a great number of men and 

arms becoming g abſolutely uſeleſs. 


A PLAN FOR A 
Part I. tridges provided by the publick muſt be 
uſeleſs to a great part of the army. 


SEC TE T.- 


Prop. 5. That the injantry of the ſupe- 


rior militia be alſo form'd of men 
of property, at their own expence z 
v7. all men worth 50 l. per an- 
num, or upwards, (but under 300 l. 
fer annum) of any kind of eſtate in 
the Britiſh dominions : all ſuch as 
are worth in money or chattels five 
hundred pounds ; all thoſe who rent 
an houſe or lands to the value of 
col. per annum, or upwards, 1 
| 30ol. The ſons alſo of all men thus 
qualified, when of age to bear 
arms, are entitled to hit in the 
infantry of the ſuperior militia, if 
they think fit to comply with the 
uni farm; but if not, they are 
obliged to do duty in the ſubordinate 
militia of the pariſÞ where they re- 
fide. Every company of the ſupe- 
rior militia is to chuſe its own offi- 

cers 


c 
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cers by ballot, and when form'd Sec. & 
— 


into a regiment of the hundred, 
thoſe officers to chuſe the field-officers 
out of their own corps by ballot. 
The king appoints general officers 
annually over the foot, in ike man- 
ner, as before ſpecified in the ge- 
nerals of the horſe, No diſtinction 
to be made in the dreſs of officers, 
except the ſcarf or ſaſb, but all to 
wear the ſame uniform eſtabliſhed 
by att of parhament for "IF or 


Faul. 


THE reaſons ofter'd in ſupport of the 
firſt-propoſition, are in general applica- 
ble to this. Little therefore need be ad- 
ded here, but with reſpect to the uni- 
form of dreſs and accoutrements. In the 
former caſe, I would recommend only a 


plain blue cloath coat trim'd with gilt 


buttons, an hat laced with a gold lace of 
an inch broad, and white linen gaiters. 
As to arms and accoutrements, better 


cannot be deſired than thoſe now in the 
hands 
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Part I. hands of our regular foot ſoldiers, either 

= for ſize or uſe : and therefore it is to be 
wiſhed, that all the arms for the national 
militia were deliver'd from the tower of 
the ſame bore, and the weapons of the 
ſame fize; that every man entitled to 
roll in the horſe or foot of the ſuperior 
militia, may be obliged to provide him- 
ſelf from thence, at a certain moderate 
price, and of real goodneſs. 


. Cen m— * 4 
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To admit no diſtinction of dreſs be- 
tween the officers and ſoldiers of the mi- 
litia, except the ſcarf or ſaſh, ſeems 
agreeable both to oeconomy and good 
policy; for by that means all officers 
may ſave the needleſs expence of gaudy 
clothes, and be more ſecure in the day | 
of battie, when the eneiny cannot di- ö 
ſtinguiſi them at a diſtance from other 
men of the cori s. 


8 
P TOP. 6. That the cavalry 75 5 the ſubor- 
dinate militia be compoſed who!ty 
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of noblemen's and gentlemen's ſer- 
vants, or petty tenants not quali- 
fied to roll in the horſe or foot of the 

ſuperior militia, All theſe to be 
well mounted, arm'd, and accou- 
ter d, as our regular horſe now 
are, but in uniform blue, faced 
with red, and trim'd with white 
metal buttons. The ſubordinate ca- 
valry to march, exerciſe, and be 


diſmiſſed, at the ſame time and 


place with the ſuperior cavalry of 


the ſame diſtrict, who are always to 


have the precedence, or the poſt of 


honour. Every perſon worth gool. 
per annum in any kind of eſtate in 
Great Britain, or ten thouſand 
pounds in money, ſhall be obliged to 


furnſh one able-bodied man con:- 


pletely mounted, arm'd, and ac- 


couter*d, to this inferior order of 


heavy cavalry : every man worth 
1000 J. per annum, or 20,000 l. 
in money, fhall furmiſb tæos ſuch 
troopers, and #6 071 151 Propei tion to 
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the extent of bis eflate, at his ct 
eXPENce, 


TRE ſubordinate cavalry compoſed in 
the manner preſcribed by this propoſi- 


tion, will make a very large body of 


heavy cavalry for every county in the 
kingdom, with little or no additional 
expence to men of ſuch fortune as are 
obliged to furniſh them: for, as all 
gentlemen of 5001. per annum and up- 
wards, keep ſervants and horſes, it is 
eaſy to equip his troopers in proper li- 
very, and mount them upon coach- 
horſes which generally are, and always 
may be of a proper ſize, and black co- 
lour, fit for heavy cavalry. Thus an 
idle ſet of people, kept tco often as the 
trappings of grandeur, may ſerve all the 


preſent purpoſes, and become a moſt 


uſeful order of ſoldiers, by meeting and 


penforming in the ſeveral diſtricts all the 
neceſſary exerciſes of heavy cavalry, in 
a diſtinct regiment, one every month, 


upO 
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upon the day when their maſters of the Secl. 75 


ſuperior cavalry do the ſame duty. 


Le the landed men of Great Britain 
conſider, beſides the national advantage 
of ſuch an inſtitution, whether it is not 
a more graceful appearance to ſee a gen- 
tleman of ample fortune attended to the 
field of military exerciſe by five or ſix 


ſervants well mounted, arm'd and ac- 


couter'd, than to view ſo many drones 


at his heels in queſt of an hare: as to 

purſue and hunt down an inſolent, am- 

bitious invader, is more glorious than to 
unkennel, or kill a fox. 

S ECHL 

Prop. 7. That the mnfantry of the ſubor- 

dinate militia be formed of the 

common people. Theſe, tho efta- 

Zliſeed into companies under officers 

chofen annually by themfeFves out of 

the ſuperior militia, in the way of” 

ballot, and to be exerciſed every 

Senday by guarter parts, ercording 

| C3 ts 
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to the captain's appointment in each 
pariſh; yet are not to be regi- 
mented, but to act as independent 
companies within the limits of their 
reſpective pariſhes ; except in caſe 
of invaſion, or as pioneers to the 
camp of the ſuperior militia, In 
ſuch caſes, theſe companies may be 
form'd into regiments by the King's 
order, upon the fame plan with the 
ſuperior militia, to whom they are 


always to yield precedence, or the 


poft of honour, 


SiNcE few men in the kingdom, ca- 
pable of bearing arms, are ſo very poor, 
as to be unable to provide a 255 coat 
of ſome cheap and durable colour, in 
which to perform their military excr- 
ciſes; eſpecially as ſuch a coat being in 
uſe once a month only, will laſt many 
years; and whoever r pleaſes may make 
His uſual habit of that colovr : therefore 
I propoſe, that each man of the inferior 
infantry be cloathed 

green 
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green coat with white metal buttons, Sect. 7. 
which may ſerve for a Sunday, and mi- 9 


litary dreſs. But becauſe people of the 


loweſt claſs cannot generally ſpare ſo 


much money as vill purchaſe arms and 
accoutremer tz, it is reaſonable that all 
theſe ſhould be furniſhed at the nation's 
expence. 


Wren therefore the ſubordinate mi- 
litia is exactly enrolled into companies 
throughout every pariſh of the kingdom, 
and each company has choſen a captain, 
lieutenant and enſign out of the ſuperior 
militia, the government may ſend to every 
captain for each man fo enrolled, a good 
fire-lock, bayonet, broad-ſword, pouch, 
belts, &c. marked with the name of the 
pariſh for which they are appointed ; 
and the captain for the time being may 
paſs his receipt, with a promiſe to keep 
them ſafe and in good order, for the ute 
of the company. 
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In like manner each captain is to take 
the ſame kind of receipt from his ſuc- 
ceſſor; and during every captain's poſ- 
ſeſſion of the arms, each is to be al- 
low'd an armourer to keep them clean, 
and in good order, at the expence of che 
government. Each armourer may be 
an experienced en or cor Poral, al- 
low'd full pay fer that purpoſe, and to 
aſſiſt the officers i in diiciplining the fol.. 
diers ever 5 Sunday. 


PART 


NATIONAL MILITIA. 
PART It 


HE different branches, into 
which it is here propoſed to di- 


vide the national militia, and in 


what part each member of the common- 
wealth is to be ranked, being thus ex- 
plained; it now remains to conſider, 
how theſe may be ſeverally formed into 
regiments, and trained. And herein 
we ſhall endeavour to comply, as near 
as may be, with the regulations eſta- 
bliſhed by the preſent acts of militia, 


SECT L 


The form of eſtabliſhing: the in- 
fantry of the ſuperior inilitia. 


7. THAT the lord lieutenant of each 
county be authorized and required to 
appoint a deputy for each hundred in his 
juriſdiction, who under ſuitable penalties 
ſhall be obliged by law to do the duties 
of that office for three years at leaſt, 
C 4 2. 
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2. THAT the deputy lieutenant of 
each hundred be anthorized and re- 
quired, at a ccrtain day of the year, 
(ſuppoſe the firſt Monday after Chriſt- 
mas) to iſſue his warrants under hand 
and ſcil to the high conſtable of the 
hundred, requiring him to cauſe all 
perſons refident in cach pariſh, within 
his diſtrict, and qualified (as in propo- 
ſition the 5th) for the inſantry of the 
ſuperior militia to meet on the Sunday 
following at their reſpective pariſh 
churches; and tliere, after morning 
ſervice, to enter, or enroll their names 


in a book kept for that purpoſe, in 
preſence of the minifter and church- 


* 


wardens for the time being, under 
the penalty of forfeiting five pounds 
each. And the miniſters and church- 
Wardens, under the like forfeiture, 


are required to examine into, and 
determine the qualification of each per- 
ſon to be enrolled, to ſce his name 
enter d, and to make return thereof un- 
der 
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der their hands within ten days, to the Sec. x. 
deputy lieutenant of the hundred, de 
ſcribing each perſon's qualifications, and 
annexing it to his name: and alſo in 
the ſame roll to make a ſeparate co- 
lumn, containing the names of all per- 
ſons reſident in each pariſh, who are 
qualified to ſerve in the infantry of ſu- 
perior militia, and have refuſed or neg- 
lected to liſt in the ſame: and alſo the 
names of all papiſts and quakers reſident 
in cach pariſh, are to be diſtinguiſhed 
in another ſeparate column, that a due 
courſe be taken to levy fines upon de- 
linquents, and to oblige quakers and pa- 
piſts to pay the legal tax appointed in 


lieu of perſonal military ſervice. 
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3. THAT the miniſter and church= E 
wardcns of each pariſh be obliged to 
fſammon each perſon, when his name 
is enrolled at their reſpective churches, 
to appear there the Sunday following at 
- Noon, to chuſe by ballot a captain, lieu- 
tenant, and enſign for the company of 

the 
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Part II. the ſuperior infantry of that pariſh out 
df the perſons {o enrolled, 


4. Phe on the day ſo appointed 
the miniſter and church-wardens of each 
pariſh ſhall attend to take the votes in a 
ballot-box fixed for that purpoſe at the 
pariſh charge, in ſome opcn place of 
parade, near or in the church-yard, 
where each voter ſhall put in his roll of 
paper, inſcribed with the names of fuch 
perſons of the pariſh whom. he thinks 
beſt qualified to ſerve as captain, heute- 
nant, and enſign of the company. And 
when all the voters have put in the per- 
ſon's name whom they chuſe for cap- 
tain, the box ſhall be open'd by the 
miniſter and church-wardens, in preſence 
of the electors, and that perſon declared 
and enrolled captain, upon whom moſt 
nominations fall, In like manner the 
votes ſhall be taken for the lieutenant, 
and then for the enſign : and all perſons 
{o lected into military offices ſhall ſerve 


the 
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the ſame, under the penalty to be pre- Sect. 1. 
ſcribed by law. * 


| 
5. Wren the officers of each pariſh 
are thus choſen, their names ſhall be | 
immediately prefixed to the muſter-roll | 
of the ſuperior infantry, in the pariſh- | 
book kept for that purpoſe, and an exact | 
return made thereof to the deputy-lieu- 
tenant of the hundred; who ſhall alſo 
be obliged to enter the ſame into a bound | 
book, diftinguiſhing the company of 
each pariſh in his diſtrict, whether ca- 
valry or infantry of the ſuperior or ſubor- 
dinate militia, with the names of their 
reſpective officers prefixed to the roll of 
each company. And when all the com- 
Panics of his diſtrict are completely en- 
rolled, and form'd into a regiment of 
the hundred, with the field- officers 
1mes prefixed, the deputy-lieutenant 
hall make a fair copy of the muſter- roll, 
and return it under his hand and ſeal to 
the lord licutenant of the county for the 
ume being, to be by him preſented to 
| His 
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Part IT. his majeſty for his appointment of ge- 
neral officers. 


6. So ſoon as the company of ſuperior 
infantry of each parith in his diſtrict is 
enrolled, the deputy-lieutenant of each 
hundred ſhall iſſue his warrant to the 
high conſtable, to cauſe all perſons fo 
inIſted, and elected officers, to meet 
completely arm'd, and accouter'd in the 
unifor:n required by law, on tne firſt 
Monday in the following month in the 
morning, at a certain time and place to 
be by him appointed, neareſt the centre 
of the hundred, there to chuſe field- 
officers for the regiment of the hundred 
by ballot, which may be executed with 
exſe in the following manner. 


SECT. U. 


Tore manner of clocting field-aicers 
by ballot. | 


Tur companies of ſuperior Infantry in 
each hundred being drawn upby their de- 
pury- 
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| puty-lieutenant into one battalion, all the Se&. 2. 
officers ſhall be commanded by him to 


take their poſts at the front ; and begin- 
ning at the right, he ſhall demand of each 
officer his vote for a colonel to be choſen 
out of that corps of officers, whoſe name 
being inſcribed in a paper rolled up, ſhall 
be kept in his hat till all have ballotted. 
Then the officers of the corps being 
muſter'd in a circle, ſhall ſee him exa- 
mine, and compute fairly on whom the 
molt nominations do fall; and that point 
being agreed, the ſaid deputy- lieutenant 
ſhall proclaim the perſon ſo choſen co- 


lonel of the batallion for that year. 


Tun colonel being thus elected, ſhall 

appoint an adjutant out of his ſubaltern 
officers, and command him to take the 
votes in the ſame manner for a lieute- 
nant-colonel, and major for that year, 
whoſe names, when elected, ſhall be 
alſo proclaun'd to the battalion. 


Ax 
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Part II. 
— at 


choſen by ballot, they ſhall begin, by 
the colonel's command, to exerciſe in 
turns the battalion, on the firſt Monday 
in every month throughout the year, 
in every part of diſcipline, either in pla- 
toons or otherwiſe, in the moſt open 
and convenient part of the hundred, as 
the colonels of horſe and foot think fit 
to appoint ; which ſhall be the place of 


rendezvous, or poſt of alarm, in all caſes 


of emergency. 


Tus the infantry of the ſuperior 
militia may be eſtabliſhed all over this 
kingdom, without much trouble, 1n- 
convenience, or expence : and it is firſt 
choſen in this plan; becauſe if men of 
fortune, their ſons or brothers, in their 
reſpective diſtricts are elected foot-offi- 
cers, they are not obliged to any per- 


ſonal ſervice in the cavalry, and may 


therefore ſave the expence of thoſe ac- 
coutrements. | 


8 ECT. 


AlL the field-officers being thus 
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: Set. 3. 
SET a6 — 
The manner of eſtabliſhing the 
cavalry of the ſuperior militia. 


Tu ſubſequent Sunday after the in- 
fantry of ſuperior militia have choſen 
their field-officers, all perſons qualified 
for the ſuperior cavalry, (as in propofi- 
tion the 4th) are to be ſummoned to en- 
roll. their names, and chuſe their offi- 

cers in like manner, 
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Ar the ſame time when gentlemen 
of the ſuperior cavalry enroll their own 
names, the miniſter and church-wardens 
ſhall require them to enroll the names 
of thoſe troopers, whom they are to 
furniſh to the ſabordinate cavalry, in 
proportion to their eſtates or fortunes ; 

and in caſe any gentleman neglects or 
| refuſes ſo to do, the deputy-lieutenant 
| upon certificate thereof ſhall levy the 
| fines required by law from ſuch delin- 
quents, 


As 
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Part II. f 
As this body of militia i is to be light 


excrciſcs of horſe and foot, upon the 
firſt Monday in every month, upon the 
fame ground with the infantry of ſu- 
perior miiitia, which ſhall be agreed and 


appointed by the colonels of both corps, 


SECT. I 


The manner of eſtabliſhing the heavy 
cavalry of ſubordinate militia. 


ON the ſame day when the ſuperior 
cavalry meet to elect field-officers, the 
inferior cavalry ſhall be ſummon'd by 
the deputy-licutenant of the hundred to 
meet at the ſame place, where, after 
| the election of the ſuperior cavalry is 
| ended, the ſubordinate cavalry ſhall pro- 
ceed to the choice of a captain, heute- 
nant, and cornet out of the ſuperior ca- 
| valry of the ſame diſtrict by ballot ; and 
the officers ſo choſen ſhall immediately 
elect by ballot field-Officers cut of their 
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cavalry, it ought to be train'd to both 
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own corps ; and then, being drawn up Sect. & 
into a diſtin& battalion, ſhall perform > 


all the neceſſary exerciſe of heavy horſe, 
on the firſt Monday in every month, at 
the ſame place where the ſuperior ca- 
valry perform their exerciſe : and, as 
the ſuperior militia has always prece- 
dence, or the poſt of honour, ſo the 
officers of the ſuperior militia always 
command thoſe of the inferior, when in 


camp, or form'd into an army. 


SR 


Me manner of eftabhſhing the infantry 
of ſubordinate militia. 


Tur infantry of the ſubordinate mi- 
litia, compoſed of the common people 
in every pariſh of the kingdom, may 
be next enrolled, and eſtabliſhed into 
companies, under the ſame privilege of 
chuſing by ballot a captain, lieutenant, 
and enſign, for each company, out of 
the ſuperior infantry; provided their 
choice falls upon ſuch as have not been 


LF: elected 
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Part II. elected officers before. Theſe, as above 
HY limited, are not to be regimented, nor 


to meet any where but at church every 
Sunday, to perform the manual and e- 
volutions, with three fires executed in 
the quickeſt manner : for, as to charge 
and fire with expedition and dexterity, 
is the great aim of diſcipline ; it ought 
to be uſed conſtantly, either in platoons 
or otherwiſe, by all the orders of mi- 
litia, as well as by the ſubordinate in- 
fantry. In like manner, the conſtant 
practice of all the evolutions will render 
the national militia expert at forming 
into every ſhape neceſſary to repel, or 
Charge an enemy with advantage. 


BuT becauſe ſome few pariſhes in the 
kingdom are not populous enough to 
furniſh a company ſufficient to perform 
thoſe exerciſes in a proper manner, the 
deputy-lieutenant of each hundred may, 
in ſuch caſe, be impower'd to join thoſe 
pariſhes together, or to a neighbouring 
pariſh of greater extent, ſo as to form a 

Company 
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company numerous enough for all the Sect. 6: 


purpoſes of diſcipline. 


SECT. VL 


Of the exerciſe of the militia, and expe- 
drency of annual _— ſucceſſively in 
every cou nty, 


THE manner of performing the ex- 
erciſes above-mention'd is ſo well known, 
and has been ſo long eſtabliſhed, as to 
render a preciſe detail unneceſſary: but 
it is a point worthy of confideration, 
whether the manual exereiſe may not be 
as uſeful, tho' much ſhorter than at 
preſent ; and whether, when a battalion 
is form'd three deep to give ſeveral fires, 
it is not moſt convenient, according to 
Colonel Blakeney's regulation, for the 
front rank to charge their firelocks in 
the ſame poſture of kneeling. But what- 
ever forms of diſcipline may be eſta- 
bliſhed, certainly the ſame ought to 
be obſerv'd_ univerſally throughout the 
whole national militia ; that in caſe of 

| D 2 invaſion, 
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Part II. invaſion, when the militia of ſeveral 


counties is join'd into one army, the 
whole may act with greater force, by an 


exact uniformity of diſcipline. 


SINCE the art of a ſoldier is generally 
taught in a very ſhort ſpace to the moſt 
aukward countrymen taken from the 
plow, it cannot be doubted that men 


of better education may become accom- | 


pliſhed ſoldiers in much leſs time: and 
therefore it is no improbable concluſion, 
that the whole body of ſuperior militia 
may, by exerciſing once every month, 
become a regular army in one year after 
inſtitution, or much ſooner; if, by 
more frequent exerciſe, the national de- 
fence requires it. 


Bor, that the Britiſh militia may ar- 
rive at the higheſt perfection in the art 
of war, it ſeems expedient, that the 
army of each county ſhould encamp al- 
ternately, for a week or ten days every 


and 


ſummer, in ſome place the moſt open, 
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7 
and neareſt the ſea; or in the centre of Sect. 6. 
— 


each county, according to its ſituation, 
near, or at a diſtance from the coaſts, 


where all the diſcipline of a camp may 


be learn'd ; battles, ſkirmiſhes, ſieges, 
and every ſcene of war acted, as much 
to the real improvement, as entertain= 
ment of the army. | 


For this purpoſe, all officers and ſol- 


diers, entitled to roll in the ſuperior mi- 


litia of horſe, or foot, muſt be obliged 


by law to furniſh themſelves with tents 
and field-equipages, ſuch as the legiſſa- 
ture thinks fit; the expence of which 


may be made eaſy, by four or ſix neigh- 


bours joining in the property of one 
tent, &c. ; 


Tos gentlemen of fortune, Who 
are to furniſh the heavy cavalry, may 


alſo bear the expence of their tents and 
field-equipages; for it ſeems neceſſary 
that this body of horſe ſhould know all 
the duties of a camp, during the conti- 

D 3 nuance 
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Part II. nuance of which each county muſt fur, d 

066; 885 niſh its own army with ammunition, | 
proviſion and forage, by a county-rate, 

called ammunition and trophy tax, to be 

levied by the deputy-lieutenants of each 
county, or any fix of them, authorized 

by the militia act fo to do, in a manner 

moſt equal and proportionate, according 

to the preſent forms of county-rates, 

And, to render the army of each county 

more complete, it is neceſſary to eſta- 

bliſh a regiment of pioneers of unmar- 

ried men, out of the ſubordinate in- 

fantry of that town or hundred where 

the alarm: poſt is appointed; which being 

incorporated, may chuſe its own officers 

by ballot out of the ſuperior infantry, inthe 

manner before preſcribed. This regiment 
of pioneers may be allow'd a pay of ſix- 
pence a day for each man, out of the ſame 
fund: for, as that order of people can 
ſupport themſelves by daily labour only, 
it ſeems juſt to allow them a ſmall pay 

during the encampment, ( 


— 
* — — 


To 


, 
1 
' 
' 


NATIONAL MILITIA. 


To render the national militia more 


formidable, it is alſo neceſſary, that the 


army of each maritime county be pro- 


vided with a good train of artillery at the 


national expence, to be reſerv'd in an 
houſe near the magazine of ammuni- 
tion, to be built for theſe purpoſes in 
the moſt convenient part of the county, 


as near as poſſible to the alarm- poſt; 


which ought to be appointed at ſome 
conſiderable town, where the men may 
be well accommodated, as near the ſea- 


coaſts as poſſible, and populous enough 


to furniſh a large artillery- company, 
who, beſides the common exerciſe of 


the firelock, may be taught all the arts 


of engineering, by firing cannon and 


39 
— 


mortars at butts erected for that purpoſe. 


As there is no branch of the art of war 
more neceſſary for national defence, ſo 
none ought to be more encouraged ; 
and yet I am ſorry to ſay it, nothing is 
here more neglected, 
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Suck a train of artillery may conſiſt 
of 4 mortars and 20 * field-pieces, like 
thoſe now in uſe among the Germans ; 
which are of leſs expence, and of more 


ſervice than heavy cannon, becauſe more 


eaſily drawn from place to place, as 
ſudden occaſion may require. 7 


SECT. VII. 
Propoſal for incorporating the officers of 
Gur preſent army, with the national 


militia; and to continue them in full 

pay for life. | 

For the better diſciplining the na- 
tional militia, and at the ſame time to 
do juſtice to the officers of our army 


upon the preſent eſtabliſhment, it ſeems 


right 


This kind of artillery is much improved by 
Mr. Robins the mathematician, by decreaſing the 
weight, and increaſing the bore, ſo as to diſ- 
charge a Jarger ball, or more partridge-ſhot 'in 
proportion, than thoſe now in uſe : theſe field- 
pieces, being open at the breech at the 'time of 
loading, are leſs ſubject to heat by repeated diſ- 
charges, and charged with more expedition. 
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right to incorporate them with the mi- Seck 7. 
litia of each diſtrict, where their general —— 


reſidence i is, and to continue them in full 
pay during life, but without ſucceſſors: 

ſince all that expence to the publick may 
be ſaved by the eſtabliſhment of a well- 


regulated militia. 


As theſe officers are ſuppoſed maſters 
of diſcipline, it 1s juſt they ſhould take 
poſt in precedence of all militia offers 
of the fame rank : thus generals of the 

preſent army take poſt of thoſe ap- 
pointed by the King out of the militia: 
ſo a colonel takes the right of him who 
is elected colonel of the regiment of the 
hundred; the lieutenant-colonel of his 
fellow, the major of his, and the cap- 
tain of his : for, a firſt and ſecond officer 
of the ſame rank, and in the ſame corps, 
conſiſt as well together in the land as 
ſea-ſervice; and a ſubordination may 
be preſerv'd, as well in the fame rank, 
as in different orders, provided the offi- 

cer, 
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Part II. cer, who takes poſt to the right of his 
ERR fellow, has alſo the command of him. 


Bur becauſe the national militia of 


this kingdom will conſiſt of more regi- 
ments than our preſent army, it 1s pro- 
poſed that one officer only in pay ſhall 
be enrolled in each regiment of the mi- 
litia by the king's allotment; and that 
all ſubalterns now upon the eſtabliſh- 
ment ſhall be continued in full pay, 
and be poſted by the king's appoint- 
ment 1n different pariſhes, as far as their 
preſent number extends, to inſtruct the 
infantry of ſubordinate militia of each 
pariſh in the art of diſcipline, | 


In like manner all the ſerjeants and 
corporals now in pay may be continued, 
and cantoned as far as their number ex- 
tends, one in every hundred, to aſſiſt 
the officers of ſuperior militia in teach- 
ing the military exerciſe, 


. 
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* : Set. 8. 
Propoſal for incorporating all officers of 
the navy with the militia of the di- 
ftrift where their general refidence is. 


THe navy of Great Britain is without 
all doubt its preſent bulwark againſt fo- 
reign invaſion, and will always be the 
only protection of its nayigation and 

commerce: Therefore it is good policy 
to give all poſſible encouragement to 
ſea- officers, by continuing them in con- 
ſtant full pay, provided they are alſo 
incorporated with the militia of the di- 
ſtrict where their general reſidence is, 
upon the ſame foot with the land- offi- 
3 cers above-mentioned ; computing the 
| precedence of rank among them ac- 
cording to priority of commiſſion; as 
| the precedence of militia-officers muſt 
| be computed from the firſt election, a 
| certificate whereof may be always given 
[ by the deputy-licutenant of the hun- 

; dred, where each officer is firſt elected. 
. Tus 
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Y Patt IT. „ 
i —— Tux inſtitution of incorporating all 
[| | ſea-ofhcers with the national militia, 1s 
| probably the beſt means of advancing 
i the intereſt and glory of this kingdom; 
| becauſe, by learning the military art, 
| they may become as well qualified to 
| conduct armies, as fleets. 

j 

i IT has been the misfortune of this 
| nation, in the firſt inſtitution, to ſepa- 
| rate abſolutely the ſea and land ſervice ; 
| {o that there is hardly a fngle inſtance 
| of one accomplithed in both. The ill 


ſucceſs of all our expeditions, where 
| land and ſea forces in conjunction were 
| neceſſary, has been owing principally to 
| that cauſe; but when our ſea-officers 
il are as well qualified by military diſci- 
pline for both ſpheres, we may expect 
to ſucceed in ſuch enterprizes, at leaſt 
as well as the French ; for whatever 
may be preſumed in favour of land- 
_ officers, it is certainly more eaſy to learn 
the ir alt, than that of a ſea- commander: 


nor 
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nor is it a groundleſs ſpeculation, to be- Sert. g. 
lieve that thoſe who have often coùm]].] ] 


bated the dangers of the ſea, and been 
long inured to fatigue, are beſt able 
to bear the toils and hazards of a camp. 
Upon all accounts therefore it is moſt 


expedient that the Britiſh ſea-officers 


ſhould be train'd and well ſkilled in the 
art of war practiſed at land; as, by the 
help of a more liberal education than is 
conſiſtent with the preſent rules of ſer- 
vitude in the navy, they may be quali- 
fied to command both land and ſea 
forces, upon any foreign expedition, 
without the fatal interruptions attending 
a joint, or incompatible command. For 
though the ſkill required in a ſea com- 
mander is of a more extenſive kind than 
the mere ſcience of diſcipline at land; 
yet certainly it cannot be neceſſary for 
attaining it, to ſend a young gentleman 


on board, at the age of 15, a compa- 


nion for foremaſt-men, and ſecluded 
from all means of a liberal education. 
The greateſt ſea-commander this nation 

| Can 
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Part II. can boaſt of (Blake) was educated at 
== Oxford as a ſcholar, and from thence 


became a land- ſoldier, before he apply'd 
himſelf to the ſea, Might not our navy 
therefore be conducted by men of greater 
accompliſhments, if thoſe of education, 
inſtructed in all the previous knowledge 
requiſite, might be admitted as officers, 
after two years ſervice ? 


| 8 ECT, I, 
The manner of inforcing diſcipline in a 
national militia. 


Wx are often told by modern ſol- 
diers, that military diſcipline cannot be 


well eſtabliſhed without the utmoſt ſe- 
verities of corporal puniſhment, to which 


I confeſs no freeman ought to ſubmit : 


for whenever ſocieties conſtantly ſubject 


themſelves to the laſhes of martial law, 
they become real ſlaves; and, in this 
ſenſe, all the mercenary armies of the 
world are no better than ſlaves to the 

Will 
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\ will and power of him who pays and Sec. g 
directs them, | — 


THEsE methods of eſtabliſhing mili- 
tary diſcipline are juſtly deteſtable to 
free-born Britons, and not leſs foreign 
N to the intention of this plan, which pro- 
1 poſes all the encouragements of exam- 
| ple, emulation, and reward; and no 
other puniſhment but pecuniary fines, 
with the penalty uſual in caſe of non- 
payment : for theſe, and theſe only, are 
the means of enforcing military diſci- 


pline, conſiſtently with publick liberty. 


As the example of the great has ſuch 
| powerful influence over all nations in 
I things indifferent, or perhaps criminal, 
and contradictory to reaſon ; how effi- 
caciouſly mult it operate in caſes where 
publick happineſs is the obvious reſult ? 
National honour, ſelf-preſervation, the 
ſecurity of property againſt ambitious 
invaders, all conſpire with united force 
to engage great men to promote diſci- 
pline in the militia by their own ex- 
ample, 
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Part II. ample. And if men of quality and 
S—Y fortune once take delight in martial ex- 


erciſes, they muſt very ſoon become 
honourable, and the general faſhion. 
The crouds of fair ſpectators, who now 


attend horſe-races, to ſee the conteſts 


of thoſe animals in fleetneſs, muſt re- 
ceive higher and more rational enter- 
tainment, from the pomp of war, and 
the competition of gentlemen in the arts 
of diſcipline, ſo evidently conducive to 
the publick felicity. Shews of that 
kind, beſides the preſent pleaſure of vi- 
ſion, ariſing from order and magnifi- 
cence under the conduct of valour, fill 
the mind with pleaſing reflections on 
the preſent publick ſafety, and the fu- 
ture ſtability of national proſperity. In- 


duſtry itſelf cannot blame the loſs of 


time ſpent in exerciſes ſo neceſſary, 
provided they do not interfere with the 
labours of harveſt. 


Bo r leſt the power of example may 


not prevail, let all the incentives of emu- 
| = -  Jaten, 
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lation, and even pecuniary rewards Sect. 10. 
be added to inforce a regular military 


diſcipline : A diſtinguiſhing cockade, or 


ſome ſuch trophy, may excite many to 


a rivalſhip; as a medal, or piece of mo- 
ney given to the man in each company, 
who ſhoots beſt ata target, or exerciſcs 
with moſt dexterity, may be more ac- 
ceptable to others, than rewards merely 


honorary. 


8 EC N X. 


T he manner of inforcing d (ſeipline by 
fraes, 


Bur as neither example, honorary, 
nor pecuniary rewards, can prevail upon 


low and ſordid difpoſitions, abandon'd 


to ſloth and indolence, it is very rea- 
ſonable, they ſhould pay a fine for every 
neglect of military duty, the rates of 
which are propoſed in the following ta- 
ble, with entire ſubmiſſion to better 


judgment. 
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The Fines of all officers refufing 
to accept militia offices into 
which they are elected. 


THe deputy-licutenant of 
each hundred, appointed by 
the lord- lieutenant's commiſ- 
ſion, refuſing to act, forfeits 1. 50 


All field-officers elected, 20 


All captains elected, 20 
All ſubaltern officers elected, 5 
The treaſurer of each hundred, 
elected by the court martial 


thereof, 20 
The ſecretary, or regiſter of the 


court martial and court of 
honour, elected, £ 


— A TABLE of Mir TrARr F. INES, 
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1 M Sect. 10. 
| The Fines of officers for neglects — 
| E duty, when in office. 
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Tur deputy-lieutenant, for 
every neglect of duty preſcribed 
by act of parliament, forfeits I. 5 o 0 
The field-officers, for abſence' 

on the days of exerciſe, neg- 

lets of holding monthly 

courts martial, or courts of 

honour, and for every other 
ieglect of duty preſcribed by 
act of parliament, 4 4 
2 
I 


RE 
— . ̃ —— 
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| ics for the like defaults, 2 
Subalterns for the like defaults, 1 
The treaſurer of the hundred, 
for every default, 1 10 
Secretary of the court martial, 
EF or court of honour, for every 
| 8 e | o 10 6 


E 2 Fines 
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Hines of all private ſoldiers f | 
the ſuperior and ſubordinate 
militia, who refuſe to enroll 
their names in their reſpettive 
pariſh muſter-roll at the time 
appointed by the 9 
tenant, 


Each private trooper, qua- 
lified to roll in the ſuperior ca- 
ll ary, £20; 00 
Wl | Each of the ſuperior infantry, 5 00 
i Each of the ſubordinate in- 8 
1 fantry, 0 100 
| All perſons required by the mi- | 
ll || litia to furniſh troopers to the | 
1 ſubordinate cavalry, in pro- 1 
portion to their fortunes, [ 
who negle& to enroll the 

names of ſuch troopers in 
every muſter-roll of the pa- 

riſh where their chief reſi- 

dence is, ſhall forfeit yearly, 


for 
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for each trooper wanting of 
his __ | 


The Fines of all private ſoldiers 
in the militia, for defaults in 


t attending exerciſe, keeping 


their arms in good order, com- 
plying with the uniform, and 


for all other neglectis of mili- 


« gary duty required by law, 

Tux private troopers of the 
ſuperior cavalry, for each de- 
fault forfeits "H 


perior infantry, 
The private ſoldiers of the ſub- 


ordinate cavalry, 


. 
The private ſoldiers of the ſu- 


© 


The private ſoldiers of the ſub- 


_ ordinate infantry, 


E 3 
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ll | Part II. | I 4 

Wl | —— The Fines of peace-officers, for. 1 
neglects duty preſcribed 2. 
the act of militia, 


11 14 


Mixrs ERS and church 
wardens, for each default l. 5 0 0 
The high conſtable of each 

hundred, 5,00 
The petty conſtable and tything- . 

men of each pariſh, 1 09 
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8 The annual tax of quaters and | 
iſ papiſts, in lieu of D. 4 


er vice. 


88 | Trnoss qualified by fortune | 
[Sit to roll in the ſuperior infantry, 1 
per annum, 1. 12 12 6 

Thoſe qualified for the ſuperior 
cavalry, per annum, 25 40 

Thoſe for the ſubordinate in- 
fantry, per annum, 1 IO O 
_ Thoſe 
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Thoſe qualified by eſtate to 
furniſh troopers to the ſubor- 
dinate cavalry are to do ſo, 
or paythe ſame fines required 
by law from all other delin- 
quents of the like kind, and 
in the ſame proportion. 


ALL fines are firſt demandable by 


Sect. 1 1. 


the treaſurer of the hundred, by virtue : 


of an order from the court martial; 


but, in caſe of refuſal, he returns the 
liſt, with a certificate thereon, to the 
court martial, which certifies the ſame 


to the deputy-licutenant of the hundred, 


who thereupon iſſues his warrants of 
diſtreſs: and, after recovering the ſaid 


fines, deducts 5 I. per cent. for his trou- 
ble, and pays the remainder to the 


treaſurer of the hundred, who is alſo to 
be allowed 5 1. per cent, for all money 


iſſued by him, according to order, or 
by virtue of his office, 


E 4 ALL 
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XII ee; and, if required, all 
ſoldiers of the ſuperior and ſubordinate 
militia, ſhall take the oaths of allegiance 
and ſupremacy, when tender'd by the 
deputy-licutenant of each hundred ; or, 
in caſe of refuſal, pay the ſame tax re- 
quired by law from papiſts, and to be 
diſqualificd from bearing arms in the 
militia. 


SECT, XI, 


The manner of levying fines upon all de- 
WW || linquents in military duty. 


Ix any man qualified to ſerve in ei- 
10 ther order of the militia, ſhall refuſe or 
Tl || neglect to enroll, or do military duty 
1 according to act of parliament aſter en- 
liſting, he is juſtly fineable. But yet 

| that fine onght to be levied in a manner 
lt the leaſt inconvenient. 'Therefore at 
ll the firſt mceting of the militia, after 
the election of field-officers, an exact 
enquiry ſhall be made by all the officers 
1 of 
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of every corps, (who are to be conſti- Sect. f 1. 
tuted the court martial of each hundred) —vV— 


into delinquents-of all ſorts, a liſt of 
whom ſhall be drawn out, diſtinguiſhing 
the reſpective pariſhes of their reſidence, 
and a certificate thereof annexed, and 
return'd under the hands of any three 
officers of each regiment, (one of which 
muſt be a field-officer) to the deputy- 
lieutenant of the reſpective hundred, 
who, being authorized by law, ſhall iſ- 
ſue his warrants to levy the legal fine 
upon each delinquent, —— to the 
nature of the offence. 


 AxnD this manner of proceeding is to 
be obſerv'd with reſpect to the whole 
ſuperior militia of horſe and foot, the 
deputy-licutenant being always obliged 
to ſpecify in his warrant, the offence, 
the offender's name, and the ſum to be 
levied by the conitable, or tything-man 
of each tything, upon the goods and 
chattels of each delinquent; to ſell the 
ſame at publick outcry in fix days after 
| | the 
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— deputy:-lieutenant of the hundred; and, 
after deducting one ſhilling in the pound 


for his trouble, the ſurplus muſt be re- 
turn d to the owner, or * — of the 


* levied on. 


In like manner all fines are to be le- 
vied on the goods and chattels of delin- 
quents in the ſubordinate militia, by vir- 

the of the deputy-licutenant's warrant, 
grounded upon the joint certificate of 
the captain, lieutenant, and enſign of 
each company; but in caſe no goods 
nor chattels can be found, then the de- 


linquent is to be committed to the 


common goal of the county, by warrant 
under the hands and ſeals of the deputy- 
lieutenant, and the commanding officer 
of the corps, whereof the delinquent is 
a member, for ſuch time as the act of 
militia ſhall preſcribe. And all the fines 
of the ſuperior and ſubordinate militia 
return'd to the deputy-licutenant of the 
hundred, are by him to be paid over 
| to 
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to the treaſurer of the hundred for Se&; 11. 
the time being, who is to be choſen vv 
by the officers of ſuperior militia, horſe 


and foot, by ballot, at the firſt day 
of exerciſe after their own election 
of officers is over, And the ſaid trea- 
ſurer of the hundred ſo choſen, ſhall 
accept, and do the duty of that office, 
for three years, under the penalty pre- 
{cribed by law, to be levied by diſtreſs, 
and fale of his goods, by virtue of the 
deputy-lieutenant's warrant as aforeſaid ; 


which forfeiture ſhall be paid to the 


ſucceeding treaſurer of the hundred. 


Bur, as the treaſurer of each hun- 
dred is ſubject to ſome trouble in the ex- 
ecution of his office, he ought therefore 
in reaſon to be exempted from all other 


unprofitable officas, civil or military, by 


expreſs words in the act of militia. 


Fon the ſame reaſon the deputy-lieu- 
tenant of each hundred ought to be ex- 
guſed from all other unprofitable offices, 


civil 
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Part IT. civil or military ; and the fine to which 
each deputy is ſubject for neglecting or 


refuſing his office, may be levied upon 
his goods and chattels, by virtue of a 
warrant under the hand and ſeal of the 


lord-lieutenant of the county, directed 
to the high ſheriff, or his deputy; 


which fine is to be returned to the trea- 
ſurer of the hundred where it is s levied, 
for the uſe of the militia. 


Tur treaſurer of each ed ſhall 


not iſſue, or pay any ſum of money, 


but by a written order, under the hands 
of the preſident, and two other members 
of the court martial of each hundred ; 


except for powder, bullets, and the ex- 


pence of making cartridges, of which 


an ample ſtore is to be provided at the 
_ diſcretion of the treaſurer, in the maga- 


Zine of the hundred, to be built for that 
purpoſe, in the moſt convenient place, 


.by the joint direction of the colonels, or 
commanding officers of the ſuperior mi- 


litia of horſe and foot, with the conſent 


and 
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NATIONAL MILITIA, Ox 
and concurrence of the deputy- lieutenant Sect. 4 T. 
and treaſurer of the hundred for the tine 
being. 


Bur in caſe the deputy-hentenant, 
the treaſurer of the hundred, or any 
other officer employ'd to levy fines, ſhall 
oppreſs, or treat unjuſtly any man; im- 


| bezzle, or miſapply any money; ok 


perſon ſo offending may be indicted by 
any officer of the hundred, at the next 
quarter-feflions, and fined at the diſcre- 
tion of the juſtices: and, upon the cer- 


 tificate returned by the juſtices of the 


quarter- ſeſſionsto the court of exchequer, 
proceſs may iſſue from thence to recover 


all ſums of money imbezzled, in the ſame 


manner by extent, or of! xerwite, as 1s 
uſual to recover the king's debts : hich 
ſums of money, ſo receiv'd, muſt be 
paid over to the treaſurer of that hun- 
dred, to which it properly appertains, 
whoſe receipt ſhall be an abſolute diſ- 
charge for all money paid to him by 
any perſon whatſoever. 


SECT. 


— 
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De . XII. 
The eftabliſhment of a court martial, and 


court of honour in each hundred, 


As it is impoſſible to provide for every 
minute occurrence that may happen in 
eſtabliſhing and governing the militia, 
it ſeems neceſſary to erect a court mar- 
tial, conſiſting of the two corps of offi- 
cers, horſe and foot, of the ſuperior 


militia in each hundred, (ſubalterns ex- 


cepted) with power to make regulations 


conformable to the general intention of 
the militia act; the majority of which 
officers (exclufive of ſubalterns) ſhall 
conſtitute a court martial of the hundred 
to all intents and purpoſes, as if all were 
prefent. The lord-lieutenant, deputy- 


lieutenant, and all generals of the county 


are always to be eſteem'd members of 
the court martial of every hundred, and 


may preſide there according to rank, 


whenever they attend: for, the com- 
manding officer preſent, of whatever 
— 4 | rank, 
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rank, is to preſide in each court mar- Sect. 1 2. 
tial: and the perſon choſen out of the v— 
ſubaltern officers, by a majority of voices 
of the court martial, ſhall act as the re- 
giſter and ſecretary thereof, under the 

penalty preſcribed by law, 
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Ir, when a military ſpirit becomes 
general, it ſhall be ſuſpected, that the 
ſentiment of honour may run ſo high, 
as to increaſe among gentlemen the de- 
teſtable practice of private vengeance by 
duel ; and, if it be thought neceſſary 
for preventing this evil, the court mar- 
el tial may alſo be inſtituted a court of ho- 
'A nour, with full power to adjudge, and 
? finally determine all diſputes about pre- 
; cedence, affront, or otherwiſe, for the 
_ preſervation of peace, order, and diſci- 
pline ; but ſuch a court need not be 
is furniſhed with any further power to en- 
force its decrees, than that of degrading 
from their military rank, whoever ſhall 
refuſe conformity to its deciſions. 
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Tux juriſdiction of this court may 
extend to officers of all degrees, both in 
the ſuperior and ſubordinate militia, 
general officers excepted, who are to be 
tried only by their peers, in a court of 
honour to be appointed by the king. 
But the court of honour of each hun- 
dred, (which is alſo a court martial of 
the ſame diſtrict) muſt have power to 
examine, and paſs annually the treaſu- 
rer's accounts, who ſhall be abſolutely 
exonerated from all ſubſequent demands, 
upon accounts ſo paſſed, under the 


| | | i _ hands of the perſons then conſtituting 
l if | that court. 


SECT. XIIL 


A tax upon all papiſts, by way of equi- 
valent for perſonal ſervice in the mi- 
litia, is juſt and reaſonable. 


Tno' it is probable that there are 
many good and faithful ſubjects among 
the papiſts of this kingdom, who would 
| not 
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not change their liberrty, nor render Sect. 13. 
their property precarious, by introducing VY 
tyranny, with their religion, into this 


country; yet, ſince thoſe cannot be 
diſtinguiſhed, by any certain criterion, 
from bigots of the Romiſh perſuaſion ; 
and, ſince none of that ſect can, con- 
ſiſtently with their avowed principles, 
give this government ſuch teſtimonials 
of their allegiance as are required by its 
conſtitution, it is highly juſt and rea- 
ſonable not to truſt them with arms, as 
it is to oblige them to pay a tax in lieu 
of perſonal ſervice: for, as every mem- 
ber of ſociety owes that ſervice to the 
defence of the government from whence 
he derives protection. and ſecurity ; ſo 
he that yields it not, when able, either 
thro' indolence, or by adopting princi- 
ples ſubverſive of the conſtitution, wil- 
fully withholds his ſervice; and therefore 
ought to pay a tax equivalent to the 
fines which every other ſubject pays for 
neglect of military duty, in proportion 
to his fortune and condition in life. 


FP SE Cu 
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Part II. 
— 


A PLAN FOR A 


| S,E+C:F, MV; 

The reaſonableneſs of levying the like tax 
upon guakers, who refuſe to contribute 
perſenal ſervice to the defence of their 


count Y. 


QuAk Rs in general are a peaccable, 
frugal, induſtrious people, and upon 


theſe accounts valuable members of ſo- 


ciety : but, by holding obſtinately the 
principle of non-reſiſtance, they reſign 
every ſocial bleſſing to the firſt bold in- 


vader, and even invite publick deſtruc- 


tion. In this reſpect the quakers and 


papiſts are alike injurious to ſociety ; for 
it a government 1s ruined, it matters not 
by what hands, whether by foreigners 
unreſiſted, or by ſubjects ill affected. 
The papiſts therefore, who cannot be 
truſted with arms in a proteſtant go- 
vernment ; and the quakers, who ſcru- 
ple to uſe them, notwithſtanding the 
primary law of ſelf-prefervation, ought 
in juſtice to contribute a tax equivalent 


D 


NATIONAL MILITIA. 67 


to the perſonal ſervice of other ſubjects, Sect. 1 5. 
in proportion to their fortune and con- 
dition, as all others muſt do, who wil- 

ſully withhold their perſonal aid from th 


publick defence. 


S EC F. AT; 
The application of all fines to military uſe, 


1. IT hath been ſaid before, that the 
treaſurer of every hundred may ex offi- 
1 cio furniſh the magazine with powder 
x and balls ſufficient for the whole militia 
of his diſtrict ; ſome part of the fines 
may be therefore apply'd principally to 
that purpoſe, after the militia has been 


| eſtabliſhed. 

: 2. Tus fines may alto be applied 
1 to the purchaſe of habiliments for the 
: whole militia, ſuperior and ſubordinate ; 


ſuch as half-pikes, partizans, kalberts 
ſtandards, kettle-drums; trumpets, drums, 
and colours, for every company in the 
hundred, which may be diſtinguiſhed 
from each other by diverſificatioa of 

4 colours, 


— 4 PLAN FOR A 


Part II. colours, or devices, which are deſcrip- 5 
EN tive of the pariſh to which they belong. 5 
In the mean while, cockades of different 
colours may be provided for the ſubor- 

dinate militia, horſe and foot, ſuitable to 

their enſigns, by which each regiment 

of the county, and each company of 
ſubordinate foot may be diſtinguiſhed 


from others. 


THAT all theſe ſhould be provided 
out of the fund ariſing from fines, and 
the tax of papiſts and quakers, ſeems rea- 
ſonable, becauſe, by the annual election: 
of officers, frequent * rotations will hap- 
pen, and all theſe inſtruments and en- 


ſigns of war may be kept ready for the | 


uſe of each regiment and company, -F 
without i 
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* The rotation of military offices may be ob- 3 
jected to, as contrary to modern practice; but 9 
the wonderful ſucceſs of the Roman armies proves 1 
it abſolutely right. The Romans, without doubt, 
affected glory and command as much as other 
people, but yet they difdained not to obey in their 
armies the ſame perfons whom they had formerly 
commanded ; and to ſerve as private ſoldiers, 


where they had been formerly generals, 
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two ſuch field-pieces for every regiment, 
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without putting the officers to a new Sect. 1 5. 
expence upon every change of ſtation, 


3. Our of the ſame fund the charge 
of beacons may be ſupplied, and theſe 
fixed by appointment of the deputy- 
lieutenant, and treaſurer of each hun- 
dred, upon the higheſt hill, or moſt 
conſpicuous place of each diſtrict, by 
which the alarm may be ſoon conveyed 
round the whole kingdom. 


In Switzerland the common method 
of giving the alarm is by lighting an 
heap of ſtraw in the day-time, or a pile 
of wood at night ; but an empty pitch- 
barrel erected upon a bar of iron faſten'd 
to a pole, may anſwer all the purpoſes 
at a leſs expence, until the fund is ſuffi- 
cient to build ſmall ſtone towers, and to 
buy two field-pieces, which may give 
the alarm, and be of uſe to the corps of 
each hundred, when upon action. 


THz Germans are ſaid to provide 


„ and 
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70 B APLIXN FOR A 
Part II. and it ſeems a fit example for us, fince 
SY it renders a body of troops more formi- 
| dable ; and, by adding theſe to the artil- 
lery of the county, the whole army will, 
upon a junction, be amply provided. 


4. Bur as it will be difficult to fur- 
niſh trumpeters and drummers, expert 
in their ſeveral arts, without hire, it 
may be preſumed this fund will be ſoon 
ſufficient to ſupply ſuch, to each corps, 
at a moderate pay, to be ſettled and 
8 agreed by the court martial of each hun- 
Wl | dred, and conſtantly paid by the trea- 


ſurer for the time being. 


5. Our of the ſame fund the trea- 
ſurer of the hundred may provide ſuffi- 
cient quantities of cockades, made of 
filver, or gold ribband, to be conferred, 
as military rewards, on ſuch men as the 
commanding officer of each corps ſhall 
adjudge them to ; or, if he ſees fit, in- 1 
ſtead of a cockade, the perſon Meriting - 
may have 2s. 6d. or 5s. as he ſhall h 

| _ appoint, 
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appoint. Such rewards, tho' of trifling Sect. 16. 


expence, may be effectual incentives 


to military performances among the 
common people, as emulation and love 
of their country will be to all men of 


higher rank, and better education. 


S EC FT. 
Military regulations fer the city of Lon- 
den, and all other populous cities in the 
Britiſh dommions. 


Tux preceding regulations calculated 
for the militia of the kingdom in ge- 
neral, may ſerve for the cities of London 
and Weſtminſter, and all populous 
towns in the Britiſh dominions, except 
in the few inſtances following. 


1. BESIDES the perſons qualified by 
eſtate to ſerve in the ſuperior cavalry, 
all ſuch as reſide in cities, and keep a 
riding horſe, or chaiſe-horſe, ſhould be 
obliged to conform to the citablithment 
of the ſuperior Cavalry, and do the duty 
of that ſtation. 


* 


F 4 OE 


P 4A'W PUANFOR!A 
Part II. | ö 
—— 2. IN like manner all perſons, whoſe 4 
reſidence is in cities, and who keep a E 


pair of coach-horſes, whether qualified 
by eſtate or not, ſhould be obliged to 
i furniſh two troopers to the inferior ca- 
valry, mounted, arm'd and accouter'd 
according to the eſtabliſhed uniform, 


r ———— 
— ——— — 3 om — — 4 £ — a — — 


3. ALL houſe-keepers, (except ſuch 
as are before exempted, and the officers 
of the cuſtoms and exciſe) in every city, 
with their journeymen, and appren- 
tices of age to bear arms, ſhould ſerve 
in the ſuperior militia of foot in perſon, 
| and comply with the uniform eſtabliſhed 
by law. 
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ple, ſuch as working mechanicks, por- 
|! ters, coachmen, carmen, &c. ſhould be 
if | rolled in the ſubordinate infantry, and 
| | do duty at their reſpective pariſh- 
l churches every Sunday, in quarter parts, 
i in the ſame manner as the common 
people of every county. 


0 4. ALL the reſt of the inferior peo- 
| 
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35 Bur becauſe cities are fo popu- 
lous as to furniſh great numbers of men 
both to the ſuperior and ſubordinate mi- 


litia, every pariſh may compole a regi- 


ment of each order, with liberty to elect 
officers for each corps, in the manner 


perform their monthly exerciſes in any 
ſquare, or open place of parade, neareſt 
to their reſpective pariſhes. But as the 
church-yards of ſome pariſhes are too 


73 
Sect. 16. 
—— 


before preſcribed; and the ſuperior mi- 
litia, with the ſubordinate cavalry, may 


{ſmall for drawing up, or exercifing the 


ſubordinate foot ; in ſuch caſes they may 


perform it before or after divine ſervice, 
in any open place neareſt their reſpec- 
tive pariſh-churches, where the officers 
of each corps ſhall agree to appoint. 


6. Trex city of London being the 


great repoſitory of the national treaſure, 


and principal port of navigation and 
commerce ; the ſuper-intendency of its 
militia ſhould certainly be executed ra- 


ther 
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74 
Part II. ther by a joint commiſſion, as at pre- 
ent, than be intruſted to a ſingle per- 


A. PLAN FOR A 


fon. Suppoſe then, that as this city 
among others, has the privilege of chu- 
ſing its own ſheriffs, it might alſo have 
the appointment of its lieutenancy ; ſo 
far at leaſt as to have that commiſſion 
ſupplied out of perſons recommended 
to that office by a ſolemn election. 


WIENEVER therefore an act of mi- 


litia is paſſed, in conformity to this, or 


a better plan, it is to be withed that the 
corporation of London may be autho- 
rized and required to ſelect annually, 


by a majority of votcs, in the way of bal- 


lot, 24 men; whole names being certi- 
fied under the city-ſeal, and preſented 
to his Majeſty by the hand of the re- 


corder, he may chute ſuch as he pleaſes 


to conſtitute a court of lieutenancy, con- 


fiſting of 12 members, by whoſe pru- 
dence and vigilance the militia of Lon- 
don may become a well-diſciplin'd army 
of 200, oog men: an army of itſelf nu- 

merous 
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merous enough, if well train'd, to ren- gect. 16. 


der our capital invincible. 


7. As this lieutenancy is to exerciſe 
all the powers with which the lords- 
lieutenants of counties are inveſted, ſo it 
is neceſſary this court ſhould be autho- 
rized and required by the militia act, to 
appoint deputy-lieutenants for each 
ward of the city, ſubje& to the ſame 
duties, and under the like penalties with 


all other deputy-lieutenants of the hun- 
dreds. 


8. Bur as magazines of powder 
are dangerous to cities, it ſeems proper 
that the Tower of London ſhould be that 
city's magazine, from whence the am- 
munition may be conveniently diſtri- 
buted in ſmall portions every week, or 
otherwiſe, as occaſion may require, 
Near all other cities it is expedient to 
build ſmall fortreſſes for the ſituation 


and ſafety of their ſeveral magazines and 


artillery, The city of London can 
want 


—— — 
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A PLAN FOR A 


Part II. want no other but the royal artillery 
S—Y— commonly lodged in the tower; and the 


hamlets may continue to furniſh an ar- 


tillery-company, as at preſent, to be 


exerciſed in all the arts of engineering, 
with more care and aſſiduity than hi- 
therto. 


9. GREAT cities are too populous 
to be drawn into one camp at a mode- 


rate expence, but yet it is expedient 


their ſuperior militia ſhould be in ſome 


meaſure expert in all the neceſſary pre- 


parations for publick defence : and 
therefore it is propoſed, that one quarter 


part of the ſuperior militia of London 


and Weſtminſter, with the like portion 
of inferior cavalry, be encamped by rota- 
tion and lot, upon Black-heath for one 
week, at the moſt leiſure ſeaſon of 
every ſummer. In leſs populous cities 
and towns, where the ſuperior militia 
excceds not five thouſand men, the 


whole body of horſe and foot will form 
but 


NATIONAL MILITIA. 


but a ſmall army, and a moderate en- Sec, 16. 
campment. | | 


Wirz theſe few variations it is pre- 
ſumed the preceding plan may be a- 
dapted to cities and populous towns, as 


well as to all the counties of this king- 
dom : and if the legiſlature approves, 


and puts it in execution, it is to be 
wiſhed the law may extend to every 
part of the Britiſh dominions, where it 
is practicable ; more eſpecially to our 
provinces, and great cities of North A- 


merica, ſituated near a reſtleſs, enter- 


prizing neig hbour, now at enmity, 


whoſe intereſt it is to ſubdue by fraud 


or force, all thoſe countries lying be- 
tween his dominions and the fea; and 
conſequently obſtruct the increaſe of his 
navigation and commerce. For pre- 
venting therefore ſuch fatal incroach- 
ments on the Britiſh dominions, no 
means can be ſo effectual as the eſta- 
bliſhment of a general militia well train'd 
to arms in all thoſe provinces, where 

the 


A PLAN FOR A 


Part IT. the governor of each may be inveſted 
| Eo with the ſame powers, which are ex- 
erciſed by the lords-lieutenants of coun- 


ties in this kingdom. 


IT muſt be obſerv'd however, that 


this ſcheme is not ſuitable in all points 


to our ſugar iſlands, Jamaica, Antigua, 
St. Chriſtopher's, Montſerat, and Nevis; 


becauſe none of them are peopled with 


white inhabitants proportionate to their 


extent, and blacks are not to be truſted 


with arms, 'Thoſe iſlands therefore 
mult have the aid of ſome mercenary | 


forces added to their reſpective militias, 
as well for preſerving their ſafety within, 
as to guard them from petty incurſions 
of a near and more powerful neighbour : 
but ſuch a joint force is not ſufficient to 
defend them againſt a general invaſion, 
which the French will moſt probably 
attempt ; becauſe upon the poſſeſſion of 
thoſe colonies, ſo happily ſituated for 
the protection of the whole Britiſh na- 
vigation and commerce to America, and 

| for 
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NATIONAL MILITIA. 


for diſtreſſing the French, depends the Sect. 16. 
empire of thoſe ſeas. Strong fleets there- ] 


fore properly, and conſtantly ſtationed 
at the ſugar colonies, are the only infal- 
lible means of preſerving thoſe moſt va- 


luable poſſeſſions, and of reducing the 
maritime power of France. | 


How uſetul, how neceflary indeed a 
general militia is for the kingdom of 
Ireland, and the great city of Dublin, 
every man of ſenſe there will diſcern at 
firſt fight, who conſiders how much his 
country is expoſed to invaſion, from its 
numerous unfortified harbours, and deep 
ſhores; and what encouragement a po- 
piſh enemy has to invade a' place a- 
bounding with people of the ſame re- 
ligion, ready to favour an enterprize ſo 
conducive to their private intereſt, and 


to the extirpation of thoſe whom they 
judge hereticks. 


Tur parliament of Ireland may pro- 
bably think theſe points moſt worthy of 


CON- 


% | A PLAN, &c. 

Part II. conſideration at this dangerous juncture, 

ben no doubt they will have both his 
Majeſty's concurrence and encourage- 
ment, to inſtitute a national militia of 
proteſtants, ſo neceſſary to their interior 
ſafety, and to the preſervation of that va- 
luable part of his dominions from exte- 


rior force. 


„ | Ax ib if a national militia is neceſſary 1 
to preſerve the provinces of this king- : 
dom, how much more neceflary is it 9 
to the ſeat of empire, which ought 3 
to have ſtrength enough, not only for 
its own defence, but to protect all the 
diſtant parts of its wide extended terri- 
tories ; eſpecially as they are expoſed to 
the attacks of a great and formidable 
if enemy? an enemy envious of our hap- 
pineſs, ever ready and watchful to ex-  * 
0 alt his power, and extend his com- 
Ul! merce upon the ruin of this nation, 
which ſeems impoſlible to be prevented 
by any other means than that of a juſt 
and frugal adminiſtration, ſupported by 
a well-diſciplin'd national militia. 
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APPENDIX. 


PROPOSALS 
For Improving the 
Maritime Power 


O F 
GREAT BRITAIN, 


HE N, by the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a national militia, 
the great expence of ſup- 
porting mereenary armies 


| ſhall be at an end, the government may 
apply thoſe ſavings, partly to the diſ- 


charge of our public debts, and part! 8 
to the improvement of its maritime 


power, by increaſing the number of 
Britiſh Seamen. 


IT is generally agreed upon this ſub- 
ject, that a regiſtry of ſeamen, well con- 
G trived, 


_ APPENDIX. 
trived, would even multiply their num- 
bers, as well as keep in conſtant readi- 


neſs a ſupply to man our fleets, upon 
any the moſt ſudden occaſions, with- 


out the arbitrary practice of impreſſing : 
the difference of opinion lies only in the 
manner of doing it, 


Trose who plan their ſchemes upon 
the model of France, proceed upon the 
oppreſlive principles of deſpotic power, 
which are not only inconſiſtent with 
the conſtitution of a free government, 
but actually repugnant to the primary 
intention of encouraging the increaſe of 
ſeamen: for, putting any order of peo- 
ple upon a worſe footing than their fel- 
low-ſubjects, muſt diſcourage them from 
chuſing ſuch a condition of life, If the 
number of French ſeamen at the begin- 
ning of the laſt war is compared to the 
number at preſent, I believe their re- 
giſtry will be found of no advantage. 
It is plain to every common obſerver, 
that the power of France at ſea is by 
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APPENDIX. 
no means equal 'to what it was in the 
reigns of King William and Queen 
Anne; which is partly owing to the 
declenſion of their fiſhery ®, and proba- 
bly, in ſome meaſure, to the oppreſ- 
fions of their regiſtry. 


BuT ſuppoſe coercive means could 
increaſe the number of ſeamen, ſlavery 
debaſes the mind, extinguiſhing the 
ſenſe of honour, the natural love of our 


country, and that national magnanimity, 


which flows only from liberty; and 


therefore oppreſſion would neceſſarily 
decreaſe the maritime power of Britain, 


by extinguiſhing the courage of its ſea- 
men, even while it increaſed their num- 
ber. 


Ir this is not obvious to common 
ſenſe, let it be convinced by facts ob- 
898 ſervable 


* If the decline of the power of France at ſea 
is not imputable to theſe, it will be very hard to 
aſſign more probable reaſons : for certainly their 
navigation is prodigiouſly increaſed in the Eaſt 
and Weſt Indies, and in the Levant, fuice the 
treaty of Utrecht. 
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ſcrvable in the hiſtory of the Romans, 
© who were always victorious under 


© the conduct of their conſuls, but un- 


«© der the Decemviri always unfortu- 
nate; but when the tyranny of the 


* Decemvirat extinguiſhed, and their 


liberty was recovered, having the 
e ſame tenderneſs and affection for their 
* country, they fought as well as be- 
« fore, and their enterprizes had the 
« ſame happy ſucceſs *.” And what 
are the people of Rome at this day, 
compared with their anceſtors, while in 


the full poſſeſſion of liberty? 


Bou the caprice of ſome men is not 
confined to this point only ; for, while 


we are contriving means to increaſe the 


number of ſeamen, others are afraid of 
over-ſtocking the profeſſion, and ren- 
dering it a wretched ſubſiſtence for all. 
Put he that takes a view of the extent 


of commerce, and how that of Great 


Britain may be improved in the Fiſhery 
| upon 
* Sce Machiavel, page 312, chap. 43. 
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upon its own coaſts, at Newfoundland, 
Greenland, &c. may reſt ſatisfied, that 
half a million * of our people might 
reap plentiful harveſts from the bound- 
leſs and fruitful fields of commerce. 
That laſt branch of trade, with the her- 
ring fiſhery of Scotland we have loſt, 
and the Dutch have acquired ; not from 
better ſkill, but from the cheapneſs of 
their navigation, ariſing principally from 
their great numbers of ſeamen : and as 
the fiſhery wholly maintains multitudes 


of people in Holland, ſo it is the beſt 


nurſery of mariners; becauſe a great 
part of the crew conſiſting of landmen, 
(who can do ſeveral offices in that trade 
as well as others) are taken on board 

"2 | for 


* The author of Batavia illuftrata (page 268.) 
computes from the beſt authorities,. that the 


Dutch, fo long ago as the year 1610, maintained 


no lets than 30,000 families, or 150,000 people, 
by their herring-fiſhery only, upon the coaſts of 


Britain; not including that vaſt number of peo- 


ple, who get their living by the neceflary con- 
ſumption of all kinds of cloathing and proviſions 
that they occaſion ; and excluſive alſo of the mul- 
titudes maintained by their Cod, Greenland, and 
home fiſheries ; all which added together, cannot 
fall very ſhort of half a million, | 


86 APPENDIX. 
for ſuch voyages, on cheaper terms, 
and ſo are inſenſibly made good ſeamen. 
Thus, among the Hollanders, wages 
become cheaper by multiplying their 
mariners; and by extending their trade, 
they continue to increaſe their ſeamen, 

[| | and yet all have a comfortable mainte- 

„ nance. N 1 
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„ Ix truth, the moſt natural means of 
Wi increaſing the number of our ſeamen 
Will 2 


I. By giving all poſſible encourage- 
i f ment to trade in general, and particu- 
th j | larly to that of our Sugar-Iſlands, North- 
0 American colonies, the Britiſh, New- 
j ji foundland, and Greenland Fiſheries, 
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ll 2. By eſtabliſhing, under the ſanc- 
tion of a law, ſuch rewards and privi- 
WW leges, as may induce the common 1 peo- 
I to become ſeamen, 
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Tux molt plain and effectual method 
of encouraging trade and manufactures, 
is to eaſe them as ſoon as poſſible of 
thoſe burdens, with which unwary 
ſtateſmen have long oppreſſed them: 
* 8 for to lay heavy duties upon commerce, 
4 is to ſtop the ſources of national wealth. 


| Y 
3 To impoſe exciſes upon the neceſſaries 
1 of life, or on ſuch things as are moſt 
1 convenient to the labouring people in 
1 general, is a real oppreſſion of induſtry, 
4 the main ſpring of commerce : for what- 
3 ever renders the requiſites of life dear to 
$ the labourer, is virtually a tax upon his 
þ manufactures, which enhances the prime 


* coſt; and therefore the merchant muſt 
F ſell them at foreign markets for an high- 
1 er price, or not at all. But the dear- 
3 neſs of commodities raiſing them above 
1 the common reach, neceſſarily abates 
3 the conſumption, or gives competitors 
I room to ſupply the demand at a cheaper 
late; either of which is ruinous to com- 
1 merce. 
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APPENDIX, 


Tnosꝝ politicians therefore who tax 
the public induſtry, defeat their own in- 


tentions of accumulating riches for their 


poſterity; and uſe the poor people as 
the Aſiaticks do their moſt fruitful trees: 


for, not content with the profuſion of 


their natural productions, they pierce 
their trunks to the heart, and drain 


their vital juices to glut the wantonneſs 


of appetite. But a prudent governor will 


ſupply the public exigence out of the 
abundance of the rich; for whatever 
| ſhall be deducted from ſplendid appa- 


rel, pompous equipages, and magnifi- 


cent palaces, will only be a cheque to 
luxury, which every wiſe ſtate ought 
by all means to diſcourage : becauſe 
luxury ſoftens the body to an effemi- 


nate delicacy, while it hardens the heart 
to an inſenſibility of public good. No 
vice ſo ſoon benumbs all tender affec- 


tions of humanity, which are the main 
pillars of ſocial happineſs: for by cre- 


ating innumerable ſelfiſ wants, luxury 
25 leaves 
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leaves no means of ſupplying the ne- 


ceſſities of others, nor the leaſt regard 
for the public welfare: but if it were 
duly reſtrained, true patriotiſm re 
again revive. 


To remove the preſent burdens of 


trade, and lay them upon the rich and 


luxurious, is therefore the moſt natural 
method of raiſing this nation to a ſtate 
of proſperity: for, when trade and ma- 
nufactures flouriſh, the number of our 
ſhips muſt neceſſarily increaſe, and thoſe 
requiring more hands, will of courſe 
multiply the number of ſeamen : as on 
the contrary, a declenſion of trade pro- 
duces a decay of navigation, with a de- 
creaſe of mariners. 


THz ſecond means propoſed of mul- 
tiplying the number of Britiſh ſeamen, 
is to eſtabliſh a regiſtry by law, with 
ſuch rewards and privileges as may in- 
duce our common people to breed their 
ſons to the ſea, to retain them in that 

1 Plrofeſſion, 
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APPENDIX. 
profeſſion, and to furniſh a ſufficient 
number always in readineſs upon the 
moſt ſudden occaſion, to man a power- 


ful fleet. 


SUPPOSE the number of ſeamen 
wanted for that purpoſe ſhould be 
twenty thouſand ; the expence of main- 
taining half that number in full pay, 


computing l. 4. for every man a month, 
incluſive of the navy charges, will 
be I. 520,000 


The other 10,000 kept in half 
pay, without expence of vic- 
tualling, &c. will, at 118. 


6d. a month for every man, 


amount to 74,7 50 


— 


Total per Annum, I. 594, 7 50 


BuT if a greater number of men are 
thought neceſſary to be regiſtered, and 
the expence ſhould be 1. 1,200,000 a 
year, this nation is well able to bear a 
charge ſo conducive to the proſperity of 

| its 
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APPENDIX. 
its commerce in times of peace, if not 
neceſſary to its exiſtence as a free ſtate. 
The queſtion then is, how ſhall we in- 
duce. 20,000 ſeamen to enter volunta- 
rily into a regiſtry? I anſwer : 


t. By allowing 10,000. of them the 
uſual full pay, and the other 10,000 
half pay. | 


2. Wren the firſt 10,000 have been 
in full pay for fix months, then reducing 
them to half pay, and receiving the other 
10,000 into full pay, for the following 
fix months, and ſo proceeding conti- 
nually, that each part may enter alter- 
nately upon full pay, by regular and im- 
partial rotation ; except when any greater 
number, or the whole ſhall be required 
for any ſervice, and then all that are 
taken into employ ſhould be allowed 
full pay, with victuals, &c. as at pre- 
ſent ; but when the occaſion ceaſes, that 
half of the whale number which had 

been 
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been moſt upon duty, may be diſmiſſed 
upon half pay, as before expreſſed. | 
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| 3. By keeping thoſe in full pay, em- 
ployed in the king's docks, repairing the 
fleet, or in ſmall ſquadrons, or ſingle 
ſhips, ſcouring the ſeas of pirates, or of 
5 ſuch others as may preſume to commit 
| depredations on our commerce, or force 
1 an illicit trade: but permitting thoſe in 
Wi half pay to enter into the merchants ſeer 
Fl | vice, for ſhort voyages, not exceeding 
Wil three months in ſummer, or four in 
| winter; provided they return at the 
time when they are entitled to enter 
into full pay. 
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4. Wu regiſtered ſeamen have 
thus ſerved in the navy for five or fix 
years, they ſhall be intitled upon de- 
mand, and proper certificates from their 
Wh. reſpective captains to the admiralty, or 
10 navy board, to a diſmiſſion from the 
| | king's ſervice, with a protection from 
0 all future impreſſing. 
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5. In caſe of public emergency, if 
any ſeamen who have ſerved in the navy 
as regiſtered men, ſhall after diſmiſſion 
enter voluntarily again into the king's 
ſervice, all ſuch ſhall be entitled to 


warrant- offices on board his Majeſty's 
fleet, preferably to any other man who 


has not ſerved in the regiſtry. 


6. In caſe of maiming, or any other 
accident happening to a regiſtered ſea- 
man, either in the king's or merchants 


ſervice, during the time of his being re- 


giſtered, or at any time afterwards, and 
becoming unable to maintain himſelf by 
means of accident, or by old age, ſuch 
regiſtered ſeaman ſhall be. entitled to the 
uſual maintenance allowed in the royal 


hoſpitals. 


7. In caſes of emergency, when 


greater numbers may be wanted than 


are upon the regiſter, all ſeamen who 


voluntarily enter on board any of his Ma- 
jeſty's 
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jeſty's ſhips, ſhall be intitled to be re- 
giſtered, (if they defire it) preferably to 
any other man, and to fill thoſe vacan- 
cies in the regiſtry, which are made by 
death or diſmiſſion, 


8. Tut numerous hoſpitals and cha- 
rity-(chools of this kingdom, intended 
for the public good, either through de- 
fects of the original inſtitution, or by 
miſmanagement of their directors, are 
become the nurſeries of ſloth; and there- 
fore require new regulations to be made 


by the legiſlature. If then all theſe 


hoſpitals and ſchools were obliged by 
law to admit ſeamen's widows and chil- 
dren, preferably to others, the charity 


would be as extenſive, and much more 


conducive to public happineſs, than to 
train up the loweſt part of the people 
to the learned languages, and the niceties 
of arithmetick ; which not only diſables 
them, by a long habit of indolence, 


for the laborious profeſſions of agricul- 
ture, and mechanic arts, but over-ſtocks 


the 
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APPENDIX. 
the profeſſion of penmen, or clerks; 
inſomuch, that theſe people are often 
thrown upon the public, either to pine 
in want, or to ſupply. their neceſſities, 
by turning highwaymen, pick-pockets, 
or ſharpers. But if the children of ſea- 


men are admitted into thoſe hoſpitals 
and ſchools, and taught to read, write, 
and cipher ſufficiently for a ſea life *, 
and then placed as apprentices in the 

131 King's 


In the education of poor children intended 
for the ſea, it is to be wiſhed, that by a large 
mode} of a ſhip completely rigged, they might 
be inſtructed in the names, and uſes of every 
part; ſails, rigging, ſteering, &c. by way of 
diverſion, 
So by dedicating ſome part of each day to la- 
bour, ſuch as ſpinning threads for cordage, learn- 
ing to ſplice, knot, make ſpun yarn, mend and 
make fails, while the younger ſort pick oakum, 
theſe poor boys might increaſe the income, and 
provide for greater numbers in each hoſpital. 
Thus their bodies may become robuſt, by prac- 
tiſing thoſe labours which fit them beſt for a ſea 
life. Then to give their limbs activity with 


ftrength, their daily exerciſes might be running, 


wreſtling, vaulting, cudgel-playing, . which not 
only qualifies them in the dexterity of combatants, 
but teaches them to meet danger with intrepidity; 
for —_ may certainly be improved, if not 
acquired by habit. g 
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King's yards, and on board the navy, 
the number of good ſhipwrights, rope- 
makers, anchor-ſmiths, caulkers, fea- 
men &c, might be greatly increaſed, 
without any new expence to the na- 
tion. e 


£24 


comfortably by induſtry, it will conduce 
not only to their own, and the public 
advantage, but to the increaſe of our 


ſeamen, who will chuſe that profeſſion, 


which entitles their wives to a comforta- 
ble ſupport in ſickneſs or old age, and 


their offspring to be the children of the 


public. This may be a juſt reward for 
our brave ſeamen, who hazard their 


lives in their country's defence, and an 


encouragement for others to undertake 
the profeſſion, | 


9. ALL regiſtered men, when to be 


entered on full pay, may by lot have 


their election to ſerve in ſuch of the 
King's 


AND if our common people are thus 
educated in a certain method of living 
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King's ſhips as are then put into com- 
miſſion, until each has its full number 
3 of men. In like manner, when more 
3 ſeamen are wanted than thoſe upon the 
regiſter, all volunteers who firſt offer 
may have their choice to enter on board 
any of his Majeſty's ſhips wanting their 
complements ; and no volunteer ſhall be 
3 turned over againſt his will, from one 
x ſhip to another : but in caſe the ſhip he 
firſt entered upon 1s laid up, or put out 
of commiſſion, then ſuch volunteer is 
at liberty to enter or not, on board any 
of the King's ſhips at that time ready 
1 for ſervice. This regulation can be no 
inconvenience, except to ſuch com- 
1 manders, whoſe tyranny may have ren- i 
4 dered them juſtly odious, and who muſt | 
1'$ therefore alter their conduct, or be con- Ul 
tent to relinquiſh a poſt, for which they 
are abſolutely diſqualified. This is the | 
3 good policy of the Dutch, who oblige 
i their ſea-captains to man their reſpective 
; ſhips with volunteers, as the ſureſt means 
=_— of being well ferved : for ſeamen, like 
„ 3 
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all others, will exert their courage moſt 
vigorouſly, under ſuch officers as they 
love, and believe moſt capable of con- 1 
ducting their affairs with juſtice, * 1 
dence and valour. 
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By theſe encouragements, immuni- 1 
ties, and privileges, it may be preſumed 
a regiſtry of 20, ooo ſeamen might be : 
effected immediately; and with ſuch a 4 
number in readineſs, the whole navy f 
might be manned for any ſudden occa- L 
fion : for if 30,000 landmen, well qua- ! 
lified in the arts of diſcipline, by the 3 
eſtabliſhment of a general militia, were ] 
added to 20,000 ſeamen, our ſhips of 1 
| war might be as well navigated and de- 3 
| 10 fended, as if the whole were expert 
I: '] * ſeamen. But if due encouragement is 3 
1 given to the Britiſh commerce, its na- 4 
vigation muſt neceffarily increaſe ſo faſt, 
as to furniſh any number of ſeamen 


which can be wanted, even though the 
royal navy ee be increaſed much 
further, 
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further, without the neceſſity of taking 


any landmen into the ſea-ſervice. 


BuT ſuppoſing ſuch a regiſtry ſhould 


be effectual to furniſh any number of 


ſeamen the greateſt occaſion can require, 
is nothing elſe wanting to increaſe the 
naval power of Great Britain? Yes cer- 
tainly, there are ſome other regulations 
very conducive to that end, ſuch as 


theſe which follow, 


I. By exact care in building our 
ſhips upon the beſt models, ſo as to 
fail well *, and at the fame time to 

carry their guns high enough to be 

uſeful in great ſeas ; for, if there is a fai- 


lure in either of theſe reſpects, our ene- 
H 2 mies 


* Probably one great defect in building our 
ſhips of war is imputable to the deſign of furniſh. 
ing their officers with ſtately cabbins, or rather 
magnificent apartments, by which means thoſe 

ips are built too high for ſailing well, and their 
loweſt tires of guns are placed too low: if this is 
really the caſe, I dare affirm there is not one good 
ſea- officer in the navy, but will be content with 
leſs magnificence, for the ſake of public advan- 
tage, 
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APPEN D IX. 


mies may reap great advantages in bat- 
tle, or in evading it, as they judge beſt. 


As therefore building ſhips of war in 
the moſt proper manner, is of great con- 
ſequence to this nation, it ought to be 
one of the chief concerns of the admi- 
niſtration not to truſt the direction to a 


ſingle, or a few hands; but to fill the 
navy- board always with men of the 
moſt approved knowledge in marine af- 


fairs, and in the art of ſhip-building, 


with power to receive models, and to 
reward generouſly thoſe artificers, who 
offer ſuch as prove beſt in actual expe- 
riment. 


PernAys the want of ſuch a regu- 
lation never appeared more univerſally 
than at preſent, when the general expe- 
rience witneſſes, that many of our ſhips 


of war are inferior in both thoſe reſpects, 


to the fleets of France and Spain. 
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2. By encouraging the art of engi- 
neering, as the French do, we might 
(no doubt) arrive at as great perfection: 
and if by that means our ſeamen were 
convinced, (what a few experiments 
will prove) that one half of the load of 
powder now uſed, will do more execu- 
tion in ſea-fights, they could not fo 


frequently terminate in noiſe, and eſ- 


capes; nor need our cannon be then 
ſo ponderous, as to ſtrain and rack our 

' ſhips of war, in long voyages, or in 
bad weather: for if half the load now 
given to a twelve pounder, will carry 
the fame ſized ſhot more directly to the 
mark, and with force enough to do 
more execution upon a ſhip's fide, at 
ſuch a diſtance as a ball can go with 
any degree of certainty ; then cannon of 
leſs weight, and of the ſame bore, will 
anſwer all the purpoſes at ſea much 
better. Indeed for land-ſervice, where 
the walls of fortifications are to be bat- 
tered, and the aſſailants may place their 
| batteries 
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„AEF 
batteries as nigh as they pleaſe to a 
fixed mark, there a greater load of 
powder, and a proportionate ſtrength 
of cannon may be neceſſary; becauſe 


the greater the velocity and force of the 


ball, the more will be the execution: 
but when ſhips batter each other, the 
caſe is quite otherwiſe; for then, the 
greater the velocity is, the leſs hole will 
be made in the plank of a ſhip, as is 
evident from common experience. How- 
ever expedient therefore it may be, that 
our large ſhips ſhould have their loweſt 
tires of ſuch battering cannon as are 
moſt ſerviceable againſt forts, yet cer- 
tainly the reſt of their guns ought to be 
lighter, for the reaſons above- mentioned. 


3. Tux next point of importance to 
the Britiſh navy, is to ſecure it by 


ſtrong forts and booms, from any at- 


tempt of a bold and crafty enemy, or 
of a perfidious ally, while our ſhips 
of war are laid up in docks or har- 


bours, If this had been done in the 
reign 


4 
9 be 
29 
Wy, 
3 
EE 
— 5 
1 25 6 
T gh 
8 
us 
338.1 
D 
n 
2 
25 
5 
1 
= 
AWE 
1 
E 
4 a C 
=> 2 
8 
5 
Wy: 
4 
2 
O35 
bs 
\ 5 25 


e 


92 
44 
2 
175 
8 8 
Wald 
l 
2 
3 
1 * 
223 
3 
OS 
998 
I 1 
7 8 
WH 
BW 


APPENDIX. 
reign of King Charles the Second, the 
Dutch had not burn'd fo conſiderable a 


part of the royal navy at Chatham. By 
this management the French and Spa- 


niſh fleets lay ſecure at Toulon, when 
the Britiſh navy lately blocked up that 


port. The ſame precaution may with- 


out doubt ſecure the King's ſhips from 


all attempts of perfidy or violence, when 


laid up in ports, or in the royal docks 
in time of peace; or in time of war, 
when our fleets are upon the cruize. 
Perhaps the want of ſuch a ſecurity, 
and the fear of invaſion, (which may 


be removed by the eſtabliſhment of a 


national militia) are the true reaſons 
why our fleets have lain ſo long in- 
active in port for ſeveral years paſt, to 


the great diſadvantage of our commerce 
and navigation, and to the diſhonour of 


the Britiſh name. 


IF therefore this nation is rendered 
ſafe from invaſion by a general militia, 
and its navy ſecured by the preceding 

regu- 
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regulations, a ſtrong. fleet, ſtationed at 
Plymouth * for channel ſervice, under 
an active, experienced admiral, veſted 
with full powers to act ſuddenly, and 
as he judges beſt, upon the firſt intelli- 
gence of an enemy's approach, might 
ſoon oblige them to repent of their raſh- 
neſs ; and at the fame. time ſecure our 
merchants ſhips, by an exact, and con- 
ſtant regulation of cruizers : but while 
upon every intelligence an admiral muſt 
wait for orders from a great diſtance, 
#4 the opportunity is loſt, and our ene- 
14 : mies may perpetually inſult our coaſts, 
1 intercept our trade, and baffle all at- 


tempts to avenge the injury; We '| 
nr | 
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* This — was Sie Bt of our fleets, when 
cruizers were appointed by act of parliament for 
— 614 channel: ſervice in the laſt war: and no doubt it 
1.8 is a more proper harbour than any other, on ac- 
1 count of its ſituation ſo near the mouth of the 
Britiſh channel; from whence our ſhips of war 
may go out with ſuch winds as will not ſerve 
from Portſmouth, and return ſooner either to 
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id | refit, or ſhelter from bad weather. Even in caſe 
1 | of invaſion our enemies ſquadrons muſt run 
1 greater hazard of being intercepted, or cut off 
1 from their port at Breſt, by a powerful fleet ſta- 
i |! id tioned at Plymouth, than at Spithead. 
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Bo T 5 n our aut 3 
the riches of our enemies, (which are 


the ſinews of war to their mercenary 


armies) may be intercepted; and by 
that means an honourable, advanta- 


geous peace may be ſoon procured, with- 
out draining this nation of all its treaſure, 


to ſupport great mercenary armies, to 


very little purpoſe, on the continent ; 
where all other powers are combined 


in the indiſſoluble bands of ſelf-intereſt, 


to oppoſe the ambitious uſurpations of 


France; and no doubt will confederate 


tor mutual defence, when they are con- 
vinced that England will no longer bear 
the burden. But as the Queen of Hun- 
gary ought to be ſupported at preſent 
by ſupplies of money, let it be done 
eflectually, at the expence of our com- 


mon enemies. Let our troops be with- 
drawn from Flanders, except ſo many 
as are neceſſary to ſecure the Auſtrian 


ſea- ports: let moſt of them be diſ- 


| banded, a general militia eſtabliſhed, 
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